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PART III. 


An Address to professing Christians. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

HE people of God are a 

chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a pe- 
culiar people, designed to show 
forth the praises of him who 
hath called them out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. That 
they might act up to this high 
character, it is commanded that 
they should exhort one another 
daily : That they should consi- 
der one another, to provoke un- 
to love and good works.* They 
should consider the relation they 
stand in to each other, as breth- 
ren in Christ; as under indis- 
pensible obligations to him, and 
to one another. They should 
consider their mutual dan- 
gers, temptations, weaknesses 
and tears, and counsel and warn 
each other against sin, encour- 
age, assist and stimulate one 

—— 


* Hebrews x. 24. 
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another to every Christian du- 
ty. They should walk circum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise 
redeeming the time. They are 
commanded not only to exhort 
one another daily, but to do it so 
much the more as they see 
the day approaching.t ‘Time is 
short, and flies away with rapid 
@ving. The awful day of death 
and judgment is swiftly ap- 
proaching : A day in which the 
elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, and the world and all that 
is in it shall be burnt up: A day 
in whichallthings shall be made 
manifest ; when all men shall 
be rewarded according to their 
works, and time and opportuni- 
ties shall be no more. This aw- 
ful, this momentous day is con- 
stantly approaching. It comes 
nearer every hour and moment; 
| whether we sleep or wake, whe- 
ther we stand all the day idle, 
| or whether we enter into our 

master’s vineyard, and do the 
work to which he hath called us. 
He commands that we exhort 
and press one another daily to 
grow in grace and knowledge, 


—<=—— 


+ Hebrews x. 25. 
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andto discharge all covenant du- 
ties, in proportion to the swift 
and near approach of that day in 
which we shall all stand togeth- 
er, before the judgment seat of 
Christ. Our love, faithfulness, 
zealand energy, in pressing each 
other to duty, and in perform- 
ing all our covenant obligations, 
should increase, and rise higher 
and higher as the day of death 
and judgment is approaching. 
This duty, this brotherly and 
kind office, the writer has been 
attempting to perform in the 
preceding papers, on covenant- 
ine with God ; and is now still 
further attempting to fulfil, in 
this address. This will natural- 
ly follow what hath been written 
on that subject, and serve fur- 
ther to stimulate us to the du- 
ties already suggested. It be- 
hoves him to exhort you in re- 
alizing views of the day which is 
approaching, of its near and 
hasty approach to himself and 
you, and of its immense, ete 

consequences to us both. It is 
of high concern to you to re- 
ceive this brotherly exhortation 
in the love of the truth, and in 
the near and realizing views of 
death and the judgment day, 
and to be quickened and anima- 
ted to all holy living, so much 
the more as ye see the day ap- 
proaching. The belief of such 
a day, how it approaches, what 
a day it will be, and what its 
eternal consequences, should a- 
waken, in every breast, the high- 
est concern to keep covenant 
with God; to be circumspect, 
prayerful, sober, vigilant, sted- 
fast, immoveable always abound- 
ine in the work of the Lord. 
The apostle, having spoken of 
this day and its concomitant 
events, observes, What manner 
of persons ought we tobe in all 


On Covenanting with God. 


(Juxr, 


holy conversation and godliness? 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be dili- 
gent that ye be found of him in 
peace, without spot and blame- 
less.* In this day the secrets 
of the heart will be revealed, and 
judged according to the gospel. 
Every deceit and specious pre- 
tence will be detected, and every 
mask and false covering remov- 
ed ; and how we have payed, or 
negiccted to pay our vows will 
be made manifest, to our ex- 
ceeding joy and triumph, or 
shame and contempt, before as- 
sembled worlds. No pleas of 
fair professions, of distinguish- 
ing privileges, of offices and 
high standing in the church, of 
common or extraordinary gifts, 
without grace, will be of the 
least avail. Unless we are born 
of God, united to Christ by faith, 
and live godly in Christ Jesus, 
the door will be shut against us, 
-and no pleas will ever avail to 
open it. What solemn and deep- 
ly affecting admonitions hath 
our Lord and Judge given us of 
this ? Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but 
he that doeth the will of my I'a- 
ther which is in heaven. Ma- 
ny will say unto me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? And 
in thy name cast out devils! 
And in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will 
I profess unto them I never 
knew you: depart from me; 
ye that work iniquity.t When 
once the master of the house is 
risen up and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand with- 
out, and to knock at the door. 


—— 
2 Peter iii. 11, 14. 
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saying, Lord, Lord, open unto 
us, and he shall answer and say 
unto you, I know you not whence 
you are: Then shall ye begin 
to say, we have eaten and drunk 
in thy presence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets. But he 
shall say, I tell you I know you 
not whence you are: depart 
from me all ye workers of ini- 
quity. There shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and ail the prophets in 
the kingdom of heaven, and ye 
yourselves thrust out.* How 
should premonitions like these, 
penetrate the heart of every pro- 
fessor, of every minister, and of 
church officers as well as com- 
mon Christians? Since persons 
so distinguished by gifts and 
privileges, and of such high 
standing in the church, shall 
thus be disowned by Christ, and 
shut out of his kingdom, how 
should it engage all to work out 
their salvation with fear and 
trembling ? To be in an agony 
to enter in at the strait gate To, 
watch and pray always that they 
may be counted worthy to stand 
before the Son of man? Suffer 
me, dear brethren, to plead this 
with you by the solemnities of 
that day when we shall stand to- 
gether at the judgment seat of 

Christ. How dignifying and 

blissful, will it then be, to be 

found among those whose hearts 

have been found in God's stat- 

utes and stedfast in his coven- 

ant? But who can bear to be 

thrust out of the kingdom of 

God, and to dwell for ever where 

there shall be wailing and gnash- 

ing of teeth ? 

At the same time, be intreat- 

ed by the will of God and com. 


—_—__— 
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+ mands of our divine Redeemer. 


It is written, this is the will of 

God, even your sanctification.* 

Ye shall be holy, for 1 the Lord 

your Godam holy.t Let every 

one that nameth the name of 

Christ depart from imiquity.{ 

This is a faithful saying, and 

this I will that thou affirm con- 

stantly, that they which have 

believed in God, might be care- 

ful to maintain good works.|| 

God requires that his people 

should be eminent in holiness, 
abounding in every good word 
and work. Let your light shine 
before men, that they may sce 
your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.§ 
That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God with- 
out rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world. Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father 
who is in heaven is perfect.** 
This isthe express language of 
the divine word, and do we 
profess ourselves to be the sons 
of God, and that Jesus Christ is 
our Lord, and shall we not obey 
him ? How can we pretend to 
love him, or to be his disciples 
if we keep not his words ? How 
can we stand before him in the 
judgment, if we despise his 
commandments ? 

The faithfulness of God in 
keeping covenant with his peo- 
ple, and the excellency of the 
covenant which he hath made 
with them, as everlasting, order- 
ed in all things and sure, furnish 
further and endearing motives 
to activity and fidelity, in keep- 


+ Levit. xix. 2. 
|} Titus iii. 8. 


* 1 Thess. iv. 3. 
+ 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
§ Matt. v. 16. 





* Luke xiii. 25, 26, 27, 28. 


4 Phil. ii. 15. 


** Matt. v. 48. 
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ing covenant with him. He is 
the faithful God, which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them 
that love him, and keep his com- 
mandments, to a thousand gen- 
erations.* Hence his people 
should be faithful in keeping 
covenant with him. They are 
under indispensible obligations 
to imitate him as dear chil- 
dren. The excellency, wonderful 
grace and perpetuity of the cov- 
enant, render the violation of it 
most ungrateful, inexcusable and 
abominable. 

Further, our blessed Saviour 

was faithful to us, in the great 
work of our redemption. No 
poverty, shame, nor agonies of 
the garden or of the cross could 
divert him a moment from pur- 
suing his Tather’s honor and 
the good of his people. He is 
still the same faithful Redeem- 
er. He lives for ever interced- 
ing for us, and governing all 
things for the good of them who 
love him. Shall we not be faith- 
ful to him, and walk even as he 
also walked ? 

Further, shall not the great 
love of God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ constrain us to a cheerful 
and universal obedience ? The 
love of God in devising a way of 
recovery for lost men, in which 
he might consistently enter into 
covenant with them, in giving 
his only begotten Son from his 
bosom, to purchase the blessings 
ofthe covenant, and in his con- 
descension to become a coven- 
ant God and Father to then, is 
without parallel. It passeth all 
understanding. The love of 
Christ in laying down his life for 
the sheep, and in purchasing the 
immense blessings of the new 
covenant, for his people, exceed- 
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eth all calculation. It has in it 
every thing attractive and en- 
dearing. It should constrain us 
to a most strict, constant and 
cheerful obedience to the whole 
will of God. The apostle Paul 
besought the Christians of his 
day by the mercies of God, That 
they should present their bodies 
a livang sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God: which he insisted 
was buttheir reasonable service.* 
From this consideration, That 
Christians were not their own, 
but bought with a price, he pres- 
seth it upon them to glorify God 
in their body, and in their spirit, 
which were God’s.t This is his 
language to us, to all thechurch- 
es and disciples of Christ. It is 
the language of the love of God 
the Father, and of the dying love 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
love, these mercies of God, con- 
strained the apostles and primi- 
tive Christians to a life of won- 
derful self-denial, patience, for- 
titude and holy living. They 
loved not their lives even unto 
death, that they might obey, hon- 
or and enjoy Christ. Can we 
imagine that we indeed love 
him and are his disciples, or ex- 
pect to share with them, in the 
inheritance of all things, if the 
love of Christ have not, in some 
good measure, the same effect 
upon us? Can we believe that 
he hath loved us, and washed us 
from our sins, in his own blood; 
that he hath delivered us from 
the wrath to come, made us the 
sons of God and heirs of all 
things, and not deny ungodliness 
and wordly lusts, and live sober- 
ly, and righteously, and godly in 
this present world ? Have we 
this hope, and shall wenot purify 
ourselves even as Christ is pure? 


——_— 





* Deuteronomy vii, 9. 





'* Rom. xii. 1. 


+ 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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Again, Christians may be 
pressed to live godly in Christ 
Jesus, from the purpose for 
which they were chosen inChrist, 
from the grand design of his 
death, of their effectual calling 
and of the gospel, to make them 
holy in heart and life. They 
were all chosen in Christ, to be 
conformed to his image, and to 
be holy and without blame be- 
fore him. And whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predesti- 
nate, to be conformed to the im- 
age of his Son.* According as 
he hath chosen us in him, from 
the foundation of the world; that 
we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love.t The 
deoth of Christ was for the same 
purpose, the sanctification of the 
church: That the saints might 
perfect holiness in the fear of 
God. It is written, Christ gave 
himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar 
people zealous of good works. 
Even as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present 
it unto himself glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle or 
any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blem- 
ish.|] Christians are also called 
tobe holy. Who hath saved us 
and called us with an holy call- 
ing.§ The grand design of the 
gospel, as it respects the saints, 
is their sanctification. For this 
its teachers, ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, were given; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 

— 
* Rom. viii. 29. + Ephes. i. 4. 
H Ephes. v. 25, 26, 27. 
9 2 Tim. i. 9. 





till we all come in the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, untoa per- 
fect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.* Shall we in these 
views, live in a loose, careless 
manner? Can we be willing to 
counteract the design of our elec- 
tion, of the death of Christ, of 
our effectual calling, and of the 
gospel ? Can any true Chris- 
tian do this ? Certainly he can- 
not. Who ever does it has an 
evidence in him that he is an 
hypocrite, and that he hath no 
part, nor inheritance among the 
saints. How should these con- 
siderations awaken all our con- 
cern to walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith we are called, 
and, like the apostle, forgetting 
the things which are behind, to 
press toward the mark for the 
prize of our high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus ? 

Further, the glory of God, 
the honor of Christianity, and 
the salvation of our fellow men 
are highly concerned in the in- 
offensive and holy walking of 
professors. Nothing so dishon- 
ors God, injures the cause of 
Christianity, opens the mouths 
of infidels and blasphemers a- 
gainst God and our holy reli- 
gion, and puts such a stumbling 
block in the way of men’s be- 
lieving, as the loose, unholy 
walking of professing Christians. 
This furnisheth infidels with one 
of their most artful and plausible 
arguments against the religion 
of Jesus. Loose and scandalous 
professors are some of the most 
erievous enemies of Christ and 
the gospel. ‘They are the Ju- 
dases, who, in his own visible 
family, betray him and his dear. 

—————a 


* Ephes. iv. 11, 12, 13, 
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est interests. The apostle Paul 
therefore, in his day, testified a- 
gainst them, even weeping, that 
they were the enemies of the 
cross of Christ, and that their end 
is destruction.* The unholy lives 
of those who have professed the 
Christian religion, have proba- 
bly done more dishonor to the 
Saviour, and been a greater in- 
jury to the church than all the 
bloody persecutions which have 
been raised against it. Can any 
of us be willing to act this un- 
grateful, perfidious part, and to 
be brought forth at last to the 
perdition of ungodly men ? 

On the other hand, when pro- 
fessors live godly in Christ Je- 
sus, it does great honor to God 
and to the gospel, and puts a 
wonderful beauty upon the 
churches. Hence our Saviour 
hath testified, Herein is my Fa- 
ther grorified, that ye bear much 
fruit.t This shows the excel- 
Jency of religion, that it is heav- 
enly and divine. Its effects on 
midividuals andon society in their 
piety, righteousness, sobricty, 
humility, peaceableness, and in 
whatever is lovely and of good 
report, show that its author is 
God, and bring the highest hon- 
or to him. It gives others con- 
viction of the truth of the gos- 
pel, and causes them, while the 
tight of true Christians shines 
before them, to glorify our Fa- 
ther who is in heaven. The 
self-denial, patience, fortitude 
and holy lives of the apostles, 
ana primitive Christians was one 
of the principal external means, 
in their day, of bringing men to 
the belief of the truth. It is still 
equally important and necessa- 
ry, to promote the same end. 
What powerful motives should 


-—Fe 


* Phil. ii. 18,19. + John xv. 8. 
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these therefore be to persuade 
us to live wholly to God? He 
admits his people into covenant 
with him, that they might cleave 
unto him, and be unto him for a 
name, and for a praise, and for a 
glory. He hath commanded 
that we conductourselves in such 
a manner, as that he may in all 
things be glorified : That wheth- 
er we eat, or drink, or whatsoey- 
er we do, we doall to the glory 
of God.|! Jesus Christ humbled 
himself unto death that his I'a- 
ther might be glorified, and sin- 
ners saved. This was the lan- 
guage of his heart when his soul 
was troubled, and sorrowful unto 
death, Father, glorify thyself. 
He chose rather to suffer the 
agonies of the garden, the shame- 
ful and cursed death of the cross, 
than that his Father should not 
be glorified, and than that lost 
men should not be saved. Can 
we be his unless the same spirit 
be inus ? Can we be his disci- 
ples if we regard not his glory, 
the honor of his gospel and the 
advancement of his kingdom ! 
These lie near the heart of God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
They are of great consideration 
with all those who keep cove- 
nant with God. Let me then, 
dear brethren, plead with you, 
the honor of the Redeemer, his 
glorious example, the honor and 
advancement of Christianity, the 
encouragement, edification and 
comfort of your brethren in 
Christ, and the conviction and 
salvation of those who believe 
not, to engage you in a most 
strict, zealous and perseveribg 
walk with God. Suffer me to 
plead with you all the solema 
and weighty considerations sug- 
gested in these papers on coven- 


———— 


t Jer. xiii. 11. |} 1 Pet.iv. 11. 
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anting, and keeping covenant 
with God. 

And what shall I say more ? 
Shall I plead with you the hap- 
py effect which this would have 
upon our churches? That it 
would cause them to look forth 
as the morning ; make them 
beautiful as Tirzah and comely 
as Jerusalem : That this would 
engage the presence of God with 
them, to comfort, edify and pro- 
tect them ? When the spices of 
the churches, and of the Chris- 
tian garden flow out, then their 
Beloved comes into his garden 
and eats his pleasant fruit. Then 
shall we know, when we follow 
on to know the Lord: Then his 
roing forth will be prepared as 
the morning: Then will he come 
unto us as the rain ; as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth. 
He will give us great refresh- 
ment and joy in his ordinances, 
secret, private and public. Shall 
[ mention how in this way you 
will assure your hearts before 
Cod ? The light, peace and tri- 
umph it will give youin the hour 
of death ? Shall I plead with you 
the degeneracy cf the times? 
that error is coming in like a 
food ? that iniquity abounds, 
and the love of many waxeth 
cold ?—The necessity which 
there is of good people’s arising 
and standing in the gap, and 
making up the hedge !—The 
special duty of all Christians act- 
ine in character, as the salt of 
the earth and the light of the 
world, to prevent total corruption 
and darkness ? Shall I plead with 
you the peculiar honor of faith- 
fulness to God and our covenant 
engagements, in times of great 
2nd general corruption ? Shall IT 
name unto you Enoch, Noah, 
Lot and Elijah, Daniel and the 
three children, as your exam- 
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ples ? who walked with God in 
times of great and general wick- 
edness ; and whom he delivered 
and honored above all the men 
who have lived upon the earth. 
Shall I mention Phinehas who 
was zealous for the Lord, and to 
suppress the wickedness of his 
people, and that it was counted 
unto him for righteousness unto 
all generations for ever more ?* 
And that God hath not only set 
these examples before us, for 
our encouragement and imita- 
tion in the worst times ; but that 
he hath made exceedingly great 
and precious promises to all 
those who will walk with him in 
those dark and evil days? That 
to those, who feared him and 
thought upon his name, at a time 
of uncommon infidelity and li- 
centiousness, among his ancient 
pecple, he promised, That a 
book of remembrance should be 
written before him, for them? 
That they should be unto him, 
as his peculiar treasure, and that 
he would spare them, in the day 
that he maketh up his jewels, as 
a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him ?¢ That he promis- 
ed unto the few names in Sardis, 
who had not defiled their gar- 
ments, that they should walk 
with him in white; and that he 
declared them to be worthy ? 
These are some of those 
weighty considerations, of those 
endearing and forcible examples, 
which God hath set before us, 
to engace our fidelity in his ser- 
vice. By these he commands 
us, pleads with and presseth us 
to keep covenant with him. And 
do not our hearts, in contempla- 
tion of them, burn within us ? Is 
not our zeal enkindled, and are. 


—— 
* Psalm cvi. 30, 31. 





+ Malachi iii. 16, 17. 
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not our resolutions invigorated ? 
Shall we not, deeply impressed 
and impelled by their united en- 
ergy, lay aside every weight and 
the sin which doth so easily be- 
set us, and run with patience the 
race which is set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith? As we 
have received him, shall we not 
valk in him, rooted and estab- 
lished in the faith, as we have 
been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving? Shall we 
not watch and pray always ; 
praying with all prayer and sup- 
plication, in the spirit, with all 
perseverance and supplication 
for all saints? Shali we not 
wrestle with God, that the spirit 
of primitive Christianity may be 
poured out upon all our church- 
es, and upon their pastors ? That 
we and all our brethren may 
maintain a more close and hum- 
ble walk with God? That this 
address might be succeeded to 
this happy effect on ourselves 
and others? Shall we not strive 
to grow more and more in 
erace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ?—To excel in the reli- 
gion of the closet, of the family 
and of the house of God; and in 
the constant, cheerful discharge 
of all relative duties? Shall we 
not exhort one another daily, 
and consider one another to pro- 
voke unto love and good works ? 
Shall we not do these duties so 
much the more as time flies 
away, and as we see the day of 
death and judgment approach- 
ing? Shall we not from this 
time shake off all slothfulness 
and be fervent in spirit serving 
the Lord? 
Dear brethren, if there be any 
consolation in Christ, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowship ef 


Thoughts on Hebrews vi. 4, 5, 6. 
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the Spirit, ifany bowels and mer. 
cies, let us, I beseech you, fulfy 
the joy of the apastles and of 4}} 
good men, by being like minded, 
to perform these duties, having 
the same love, being of one a 
cord, of one mind, observing all 
things whatsoever Jesus hath 
commanded us. Amen. 



















Thoughts on Heb. vi. 4,5, 6. 
No. I. 

“FOR it is impossible for 
those, who have been once en- 
lightened, and have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
And have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, If they shall fall 
away, to renew them again un- 
to repentance, seeing they cru- 
cify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to 
open shame.” 


























EN of different religious 
sentiments, do not agree 

in their interpretation of this 
passage of scripture ; nor indeed 
do all those who harmonize, as 
to the general scheme of doc- 
trines, contained in the word of 
God. Among: those who main- 
tain, that all true saints will per- 
severe to final salvation, there 
are two different constructions. 
Some believe, that, by being e7- 
lightened, tasting the heavenly 
gift, &c. the apostle meant to 
express only such things, as may 
be experienced, by natural men ; 
and that falling away, in which 
they are said to crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, 
must be taken to mean the un- 
pardonable sin. It is believed 
by others, that the apostle Is 
here speaking of the distinguish- 
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ing experiences of real saints ; 
and for some important purpose, 
which accords with this interpre- 
tation. I shall offer a few re- 
marks on the former interpreta- 
tion, and then attempt to main- 
tain the latter. 

It will probably be agreed, on 
all hands, according to the ex- 
press tenor of the words, that 
falling away, in the sense here 
intended, is a sin, for which 
there is no repentance, nor for- 
civeness. But the point in ques- 
tion is, whether this be the sin 
unto death, spoken of by St. John, 
and which Christ tells us, shall 
never be forgiven. This sin he 
has defined, with great precis- 
ion, so as to render it distinguish- 
able from all other sins, in the 
gospel according to Matt. xii. 
31, 32, “ Wherefore I say unto 
rou, all manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto 
men ; but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 
given unto men. And whoso- 
ever shall speak a word against 
the Son of man, it shali be for- 
given: but whosoever shall 
speak against the Hoiy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, nei- 
ther in this world, nor in the 
world to come.” 

The sin here described is 
doubtiess that of which the 
Scribes and Pharisees were 
guilty, on this occasicn, when 
ascribing the miracles which 
Christ wrought, and particular- 
ly his casting out devils, to the 
agency of Beelzebub, the prince 
of devils. This they proba- 
bly did, not only through the 
strenethof malice and opposition 
to Christ, but against a full con- 
Viction of their own consciences. 
This agrees with Heb. x. 26. 
For if we sin, wilfully, after that 
we have received the knowledge of 
Vou. V. NO. 12. 








Thoughts on Hebrews vi. 4, 5, 6. 449 


the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sin. This sinning 
wilfully is explained, ver. 29, by 
having done despite unto the Spir- 
it of grace. But if this be the 
thing intended, in the passage 
under consideration, it is diffi- 
cult to account for its being ex- 
pressed by the idea of falling 
away ; though this, in its con- 
sequences, must imply crucify- 
ing the Son of God afresh, and 
putting him to an open shame. 
Falling away, even in this sort, 
does not comport with the exam- 
ple referred to by Christ, from 
which we are to leatn the pecul- 
iar nature, and circumstances of 
the sin, which is unto death. It 
does not appear that those who 
blasphemed the Holy Ghost, by 
ascribing the casting out of dev- 
ils, by Christ, to the agency of 
Beelzebub, were chargeable with 
falling away, and crucifying the 
Son of God afresh; however 
they sinned wilfully, and did 
despite unto the Spirit of grace. 
They too had received the know- 
ledge of the truth, from the per- 
sonal ministry of Christ, in such 
sort, as to have been convinced, 
that he was the Messiah, and 
that he cast out devils, by the 
Spirit of God. It does not ap- 
pear, however, that they had 
experienced any thing more 
than this. In their case, there- 
fore, there was no falling away. 
They had nothing previously, 
from which they could have 
fallen. The idea, therefore, that, 
in order to committing the un- 
pardonable sin, men mustbe par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, other- 
wise than to be understanding- 
ly convinced of his divine exis- 
tence and operations, is not sup- 
ported by any evidence from the 
word of God. Hence Paul, in 
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posed the work of the divine 
Spirit, and compelled the follow- 
ers of Jesus to blaspheme, would 
evidently have committed the 
sin unto death, if, instead of ve- 
rily thinking he ought to do ma- 
ny things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth, he had 
done the same against the con- 
victions of his own conscience ; 
believing Jesus to be the Messi- 
ah, and his kingdom to be pro- 
moted, by the special agency of 
the Holy Ghost. He says, 
therefore, But Iobtained mercy, 
because I did it tgnorantly, in un- 
belief.—It is dowbtless true, that 
men may apostatize from a visi- 
ble profession ef Christianity, 
and even an appearance of strong 
attachment to Jesus Christ ; 
and eventually commit the un- 
pardonable sin. ‘This would be 
the case with real saints, should 
they apostatize, so as to re- 
nounce their Christian pro- 
fession, tread under foot the Son 
of God, and do despite unto the 
spirit of grace. But as the pas- 
sage before us intimates nothing 
of the latter, which is implied in 
the express utterance of blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, 
it seems natural to conclude, 
that this cannot be fairly under- 
stood of the falling away here 
intended. This construction 
would involve the necessity of 
admitting a sentiment, which is 
wholly repugnant to the scrip- 
tures, viz. that there are more 
specific crimes than one, which 
ave unpardonable sins. 

A more particular examina- 
tion of the words in question 
will now be attempted; and such 
arguments be adduced, as are 
thought conclusive, that the sev- 
eral terms made use of by the 
apostle, are intended to denote 
the distinguishing and evangel- 


Zhoughis on Flebrews vi. 4, 5, 6. 





{Juneg. 


ical experiences of real saints. 
Lhose, who were once enli¢ht. 
ened. It is conceived, that be- 
ing enlightened, in the sense 
here intended, is never true of 
men, who are not sanctified in 
heart. Theterm here used is 
the same, in the Greek ( Pho. 
tisthentes_) which, in Heb. x. 32. 
is rendered illuminated. But 
call to remembrance the former 
days, in which, after that ye 
were illuminated, &c. I con- 
clude it will not be doubted, but 
this must be understood of that 
spiritual and saving illumination, 
which is peculiar to such, as are 
sanctified. The apostle speaks, 
accordingly, of their knowing, 
on this ground, that they have h 
heaven, a better and more en- 
during substance. 

When men are spoken of, as 
subjects of spiritual light, it 
seems always designed to denote 
what is exclusively true of be- 
lievers. Hence said Paul to the 
Eph. v. 8. For ye were some- 
times darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord. ‘They are 
said, accordingly, tobe all chil- 
dren of the light and of the day. 
They are farther said to walk in 
the light ;——to believe in the light ; 
and to have the light of life. 
Agreeing with all this, the grace 
imparted to the elect, in their 
renovation and sanctification, 1s 
thus represented 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined into our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of his 
glory, in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

It is important to consider, 
that its being customary with us, 
to speak of men, as enlightened, 
and its being true that they are. 
in the sense we intend, is no rule 
for deciding what the Holy Sp 
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it intends when speaking in the 
same language. The holy scrip- 
tures speak of the unsanctified, 
as hating the light ; as walking 
in darkness ; and as having their 
understandings darkened, through 
the ignorance, whichis in them, 
because of the blindness of their 
hearts. Accordingly, coming 
tothe knowledge of the truth, 
as itis in Jesus, is represented 
by being delivered from the 
power of darkness, and transla- 
ted out of darkness into marvel- 
lous light. 

I have been able to find no 
acripture examples, in which 
men are spoken of, as enlight- 
ened, to denote any thing short 
of asaving and holy illuminar 
tion; unless it be John i. 9. 
where Christ is said to be the 
true light, which lighteth every 
man, that cometh into the world. 
But this is naturally and doubt- 
less very correctly explained, by 
the sayings of Christ, J am the 
hight of the world; and I am 
come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on me, should 
not abide in darknese. But this 
implies, that men abide in dark- 
ness, and therefore, are not en- 
lightened, till they believe in 
him. What is said then of his 
lighting every man, may not be 
taken to mean, that men are 
ever enlightened by Christ, in 
any sense, whichis recognized 
by the scriptures of truth, till 
they receive him by a living 
faith, as the light of the world, 
and thence become children of 
the light. 

And have tasted the heavenly 
gift. This must intend some- 
thing, which is given to men 
from heaven. It must, there- 
fore, mean Jesus Christ, whom 
God gave, to be the propitiation 
for the sins of the world. Christ 
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is said to have given himself for 
us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity. As the heav- 
enly gift cannot be understood 
to mean the Holy Spirit, who is 
particularly mentioned, in the 
clause immediately following, it 
must be understood, primarily, 
of Christ, including in a general 
and extensive view, all the bles- 
sings of the new covenant. This 
construction is admitted by some, 
if not all of those, who contend 
that the passage, taken togeth- 
er, must be explained in appli- 
cation to the graceless and un- 
holy. That which is_ here 
meant, must be a spiritual tast- 
ing, for the good tasted is spirit- 
ual and holy. Itis therefore, a 
branch of the similitude, by 
which believers to denote their 
participation of Christ, and the 
spiritual benefits ofhis mediato- 
rial work, are said to eat his 
flesh, and drink his blood, and 
without this, to have no life in 
them. Spiritual tasting, eating 
and drinking, are doubtless ex- 
ercises of the spiritual man.— 
From the obvious meaning of 
the terms, as used in the forego- 
ing examples, they are evidently 
things, of which men are incapa- 
ble, tiillthey are made spiritual- 
ly alive. Hence it is said, 1 
Peter ii. 3, to denote the un- 
ion of believers to Christ, and 
their participation in all his spir- 
itual and saving benefits, Jf so b¢ 
ye have tasted, that the Lord is 
gracious: to whom coming, as 
unto aliving stone. To you, there- 
Sore, who believe, he is precious.— 
His being precious to believers 
implies, that they have a spirit- 
ual discerning of his infinite beau- 
ty, and an answerable relish for 
it. All this implies spiritual 
life, or holy Jove. If the heay- 
enly gift be extended, which is 
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Tv 
evidently warranted by the scrip- 
tures, so as to include all the 
grace whichis imparted to believ- 
ersthrough him, the foregoing 
construction will be further 
_ strengthened, and the sentiment 
confirmed, that tasting the heav- 
enly gift must be taken to denote 
the spiritual and holy attain- 
ments of real saints. With this 
agrees the divine declaration, 
that the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. If eternal life be taken, 
in one vicw of it, tomean the 
heavenly gift, the same conse- 
quence will follow, as evidence, 
that the whole must be applied, 
exclusively, tobelievers. If men 
have once tasted the gift of 
eternal life, which can consist 
only with a vital union to the 
Saviour, they have doubtless 
been made alive unto God 
through him. 

Some hold that the heavenly 
gift is used, to denote the satis- 
faction and joy, which men may 
experience, under given circum- 
stances, while selfish and unho- 
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nearly resemble Christian ex. 
periences, except such comforts, 
as result from a false, and 
groundless hope, which musts, 
one day, make ashamed. 

And have been made frartakers 
of the holy Ghost. Believers are 
said to be made partakers of 
Christ. But can this mean any 
thing short of receiving him, so 
as to be the subjects of a vital 
union to him, and thence made 
partakers of his holy nature, his 
divine righteousness, all the pre- 
cious fruits of his atonement ?—~ 
The answer must be, No. But 
what good reason can be assign- 
ed, why being made partakers 
of the holy Ghost should be re- 
stricted to mean so much less, 
than is evidently implied in par- 
taking of Christ ? Men are not 
properly said to be partakers of 
any thing, when nothing is im- 
parted, of which they are the re- 
ceivers and possessors. When 
they are said to be made parta- 
kers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corrufition thatis in 


the world through lust, we are 
doubtless to understand their 
participation of the divine holi- 
ness, or the moral image of God. 
The apostle speaks accordingly 
to the Hebrews, of being chas- 
tened by the Father of spirits, 
for their profit, that they might 
be partakers of his holiness — 
For men, therefore, to be called 
fiartakers of the holy Ghost, mere- 
ly on account of his ordinary, or 
moreawakening and convincing 


ly ; and that the character and 
experiences of such persons are 
illustrated, in the parable of the 
sower ; by what is said of those, 
who hear the word, and anon 
with joy receive it, but in time 
of temptation fall away. Is it, 
however, agreeable to the scrip- 
tures, and to sound reason, that 
the divine Spirit should have rep- 
resented those false, unholy and 
delusive joys, which the unre- 
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newed may experience, by thé 
similitude of tasting the heavenly 
gift, when this must evidently be 
construed to mean eternal life, 
as the object, and Jesus Christ, 
as the divine mediator, through 
which it is tasted ? Such expe- 
rience nothing, in those attain- 
ments and joys, which most 





operations, when nothing is im- 
parted, of which they are the pro- 
per recipients and subjects, 
would not be comparing sfuritua! 
things with spiritual. So far 
from this, it would be speaking 
in the words, and annexing to: 
the scriptures a meaning which 
man’s wisdom deviseth. We 
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may not limit being made pariak- 
ers of the Holy Ghost, to im- 
port any thing short of the ef- 
fects wrought by his renewing 
influences, unless it appear from 
the sense in which the terms are 
used in the holy scriptures, that 
nothing more can be fairly un- 
derstood. But let the point in 
question be tried by this rule, 
und it will be decided at once, 
that the clause here considered 
must denote a participation of 
the Holy Ghost, as the divine 
Sanctifier and Comforter, who 
is promised to bélievers, that he 
shall take up hisabode with them 
forever. 

Some have supposed, that be- 
ing made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost might intend, being en- 
dued by his agency with the 
gift of prophecy, and of working 
miracies. Whether this may 
consist with an unregenerate 
heart or not, there seems to be 
nothing in the word of God, to 
warrant such a construction, in 
the present case. It is farther 
said, that men who are not sanc- 
tified in heart, are sometimes 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, in 
wach degrees of his common op- 
erations, as to be greatly awa- 
kened and alarmed, in a view of 
their sin and misery. Let this 
be granted, which is doubtless 
true, it doesnot necessarily fol- 
low, that those, who fall away, 
from any thing implied in such 
experience, must unavoidably 
commit the unpardonable sin. 
Indeed, we have all the evidence, 
which the nature of the subject 
admits, that such persons are, 
sometimes, brought to saving re- 
pentance, after resisting the Ho- 
ly Spirit, stifling their convic- 
tions, and remaining awhile 
phinged in security and guilt. 
And have tasted the good word 
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of God, and the pfrowers of the 
world to come. After what has 
been said of tasting the heavenly 
gift, it is thought unnecessary to 
enlarge on this part of the sub- 
ject. Though jowers of the 
world to come isa phrase which 
has no exact parallel, in the word 
of God, it is apprehended, that the 
terms must be understood, gen- 
erally, to denote those invisible 
realities which are objects of the 
Christian faith, and which ope- 
rate with strong, and often with 
the most delightful effect, on the 
minds of believers. ‘Tasting the 
powers of the worldtocome may, 
therefore, with great propriety, 
be understood, asexpressing that 
foretaste, which the saints now 
have of their future inheritance 
in heaven. ‘The apostle to the 
Eph. i. 13, 14, says, After that 
ye believed, ye were sealed by that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is 
the earnest of our inheritance, un- 
tilthe redempition of the purchased 
frossession. To the Cor. | epistle, 
v.5. Now ke who hath wrought 
us to the self same thing is God ; 
whoalso hath given unto us the 
earnest of the Spirit. By means 
of this earnest, in which they 
had a foretaste of the heavenly 
inheritance, they knew, as ver. 1. 
that, If their earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, they had 
a building of God,* an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

Tasting the good word of God 
must imply something more than 
is consistent with hating the 
truth, and loving darkness rather 
than light. Yea, it must imply 
a spiritual discerning of the mo- 
ral beauty of divine truth, and of 
divine objects, exhibited by the 
light of it. The things tasted, if 
there be any propriety in the 





lerms used, must be the good- 
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ness and divine beauty, which are 
seen and relished, in the word of 
God. Agreeing with this, said 
the Psalmist, J rejoice at thy 
word, as one that findeth great 
spoil. This language is, at times, 
adopted by all true believers, 
while contemplating the ineffable 
glories of the gospel. After all, 
can it be consistent with sound 
reason, and the things which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth, to admit, 
that tasting the good word of 
God, can mean nothing more 


than those unholy joys, which 


stony ground hearers experience 
in a mistaken view and applica- 
tion of the truth, and while cher- 
ishing an hope, which must per- 
ish ? 

One argument still remains, 
in support of the foregoing inter- 
pretation, which, it is hoped, will 
be considered with candor, and 
allowed its full weight. This is 
derived from the phrase, to re- 
new them again (palin) unto re- 
frentance. This clearly, and by 
fair construction, implies, that 
they had bcen true penitents.— 
Theirs was a _ repentance, to 
which they had been once renew- 
ed. There would otherwise, be 
no propriety in the mention of 
renewing them again. Being 
renewed, in a moral and scriptu- 
ral application to men, always 
intends their spiritual renova- 
tion,—that renewing of the in- 
ward man, which always laysa 
foundation for the exercise of 
holy love, and for that evangeli- 
cal and holy repentance, which 
is unto salvation. Jlence the 
apostle speaks to the Col. iii. 9, 
10, of frutting on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge, af- 
ter the image of Him that created 
him. Tit. iii. 5,6. According 
to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and re- 





newing of the Holy Ghost ; which 
he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ. It hence appears, 
that what is said of their being 
renewed, must respect their hay. 
ing been made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost. But if they had 
not been once renewed in this 
sort unto repentance, there could 
be neither sense nor propriety, 
in mentioning the impossibility 
of renewing them agazn, to that 
end. Nor does it obviate the 
force of this argument at all, to 
say, that their antecedent re- 
pentance might have been seif- 
ish and unholy. This is absurd, 
not only on the ground, that 
they might have had this repen- 
tance, without being once renew- 
ed, but this they might have 
again, though they should re- 
main unrencwed; yea doubtless 
would, with eyes lifted up in tor- 
ments. Indeed, this is a species 
of repentance, which needeth to 
be refiented of, and 1s, in its na- 
ture, opposed to that which is 
unto life. If, therefore, the re- 
pentance, to which it is impossi- 
ble to renew men again, be that 
which is evangelical and saving, 
doubtless that is of the same na- 
ture to which they Aad bcen once 
renewed, antecedent to their fall- 
ing away. ‘To speak of renew- 
ing them egain unto repentance, 
intending that which is unto life, 
would be very absurd, if that, of 
which they had once been sub- 
jects, were merely selfish, pro- 
ceeding from that sorrow of the 
world, which worketh death. 

It is apprehended that this ar- 
gument derives some additional 
weight, from a natural interpre- 
tation of what immediately fol- 
lows, as a reason why it is im- 
possible to renew them again 
unto repentance ; seeing they €r- 
cify to themsetves the Son of God 
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afresh, and fiut him to an ofien 
shame. ‘This crucifying afresh 
implies, that they had crucified 
him before they were brought to 
repentance. It farther implies, 
that when they were once re- 
newed, and were thence enlight- 
ened, in the manner explained, 
theycrucifedhimnolonger. But 
this they had never ceased to do, 
unless their repentance were gen- 
uine. All impenitents, whatever 
selfish sorrow they may have for 
sin, or selfish joy in the hope of 
salvation, are still guilty of cruci- 
fying the Lord of glory. All 
men, especially men under the 
gospel, who live in impenitence, 
are guilty of this, by reason of 
their opposition to Jesus and his 
kingdom. This sentiment is 
confirmed by his saying, He who 
is not with me, is against me ; and 
be who gathereth not with me, scat- 
tereth abroad. If crucifying 
Christ may be construed to mean 
any thing, aside from the actual 
shedding of his blood, which will 
not be doubted, the guilt of it 
must be involved in being against 
him, and scattering abroad, ac- 
cording to his meaning, in the 
use of these terms. Their prac- 
tical language is, Away with 
him, let him be crucified :—we 
will not have this man to reign 
over us. Being guilty of this, 
afresh, elearly denotes that it is 
done a second time ; andis thence 
analogous to what has been said 
of being renewed again unto re- 
pentance. It is some additional 
evidence, therefore, that the con- 
struction given to the whole pas- 
sage is according to truth. 

[ To be continued.) 
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GENTLEMEN, 


Thornton, Esq.of Clapham, near 

London, which he inclosed in a 

letter to the late Rev, Dr. Whee- 

lock, in 1772. 

Your friend and brother, 
Davipn M‘CLuRE. 

KE. Windsor, Jan. 17, 1805. 


[THE Editors think that their 
readers may be pleased with the 
view of Christian Experience, 
given in this letter; especially 
as the writer was in civil life and 
high station ; eminent for abili- 
ties and piety. ] 


Christian Expicrience,exempilified 
in the following Characters. 


B. and C. in a course of 
. Sin, dissipation and world- 
ly distraction, have been appre- 
hended by the preventing grace 
of the Almighty ; their faces 
have beenturned toward Zion by 
the power of assisting grace, 
without any thing good in them, 
already or foreseen, to deserve 
such a distinguishing favor, but 
purely and solely by the sover- 
eign mercy of their great Creator 
and gracious Redeemer. They 
are all three now supposed trav- 
elling towards the heavenly 
world ; all well apprized of the 
danger of sin, all convinced of 
thenecessity of a change of heart 
and principles, all want an inter- 
est in the blood and righteousness 
of Jesus the Redeemer, all are 
the subjects of divine teaching, 
and probably will all at last get 
safe to glory —A. labors under 
the terrors of conscience, awak- 
ened by the law ; sees and feels 
the guilt of sin ; is sensible that 
sin unpardoned will sink the soul 
into the bottomless pit ; is afraid 
of the power, holiness and justice 


I SEND youthe excellent and | of God ; can getno comfort from 
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love and mercy of God ; the law 
threatens its curse, guilt is trou- 
blesome, the heart is broken. 
—A. has recourse to prayer, 
pleads Christ, mentions his mer- 
its with very little knowledge of 
the value ofthem, acloud is up- 
on the understanding, doubts and 
fears possess the soul—A. grows 
more earnest in prayer as he sees 
his danger to increase ; feels at 
intervals some inward comfort, 
the drawings of the Divine Spir- 
it; while these continue A. is 
happy, and thinks these to be 
comfortable tokens of divine fa- 
vor, and knows not but these are 
the manifestations of Christ to his 
soul. These intervals are the 
zenith of A’s happiness in his 
present state. These happy vis- 
its prove transitory ; when they 
are gone, guilt and fears return, 
and A. suspects all to have been 
delusion—wants them again.— 
looks upon them as necessary to 
salvation, and the highest evi- 
dence of divine favor that can be 
attained in this state of things. 

A. has inward impulses and 
suggestions ; but views the per- 
fect righteousness of Christ as 
the only sure rest. These man- 
ifestations may be from the Ho- 
ly Spirit, not given for A.to rest 
in, but refresh him by the way ; 
to revive his dying hopes, that he 
may be encouraged to seek fur- 
ther aids and influences of grace, 
and at last be brought to center 
all his hopes of salvation upon 
that sure foundation laid in Zion, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.—if A’s 
work of grace is not a common, 
but an extraordinary one, this 
anchoring upon Christ will be 
the happy result in God’s due 
time. 

B. has been under the same 
conviction of sin with A.—B. has 
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has been acquainted with the 
drawings and comforts of the 
Spirit : These have been wit). 
drawn, and B. has had his doubts 
and fears again and again ; and 
so far B. joins with A. In the fol- 
lowing particulars B. goes be- 
yond or farther than A.—B. has 
been made sensible that inward 
comforts, without a foundation, 
are not to be dependedupon: He 
has made further enquiry by 
prayer and reading the word, has 
seen in scripture that Jesus 
Christ and him crucified, is the 
only foundation and hope ofa 
sinner—has seen that justifica- 
tion, redemption and _ salvation 
are in andthrough Christ. These 
points he can speak of with toler- 
able clearness, having the infal- 
lible word for his guide. These 
are valuable discoveries ; yet 
notwithstanding them all, B. 
wants something more; for 
doubts and fears arise, whether 
or not these blessings belong to 
him, though they are held out 
in scripture for sinners, as such. 
B. knowing the way of salvation 
from, the word, begins tobe more 
earnest for an assurance of it in 
hisown heart. To this end are 
all his petitions now directed— 
for he is firmly persuaded there 
is more implied in the very let- 
ter of scripture, especially when 
the riches of Christ and the priv- 
ileges of his children are men- 
tioned, than he has ever yet been 
acquainted with. Now he is in 
quest of blessings which he has 
had no experience of, conse- 
quently is much in the dark res- 
pectine their value, and how 
they are to be attained. B. waits 
at the throne of grace, an hum- 
ble suppliant, and counts upon 
every fresh discovery of divine 
love ; is thankful for all, but still 
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er void inthe soul, which he 
wants to be filled up. In process 
of time, B. has a discovery or 
revelation of Christ, in a surpri- 
sing fulness to his soul. What 
he before saw in theory, he is 
now certain of ; for the blessings 
of Christ carry their own evi- 
dence along with them ; and he 
can, and does rejoice in the sal- 
vation of Jesus. He sees the 
bible with new eyes; he sees 
the promises and feels them ; 
sees Christ the wisdom and pow- 
er of God, and boasts in him as 
such. His affections are fixed, 
and all the powers of the mind 
are filled with admiration, won- 
der andastonishment. In short, 
B. sees enemies conquered, a 
door of mercy opened, aad him- 
self entered in at that door. He 
has got deliverance and rejoices 
in it: the bent of his soul is now 
to glorify God. 1B. from a ser- 
vant is become a son, and de- 
sires to walk worthy of his high 
calling ; he has fellowship and 
communion with God, isa burn- 
ing and shining light ; his words 
are with power, and all that 
know him cali him the blessed 
ofthe Lord. B’s views of things 
are now as different from what 
they were awhile ago, as one 
face can be from another; and 
he stands amazed at his former 
ignorance and stupidity. B. is 
now upon the mount, and all 
things go well with him ; and 
what is more, he really thinks 
every enemy is destroyed.—Un- 
happy for B. by very nice and 
subtile degrees he loses his first 
love, dwindles into luke-warm- 
hess, performs not duties with 
that vigor he was wont—the 
more immediate evidences of 
God’s favor are withheld ; his 
soul grows lean from day to 
day, and inward fellowship with 
Voi. V. NO, 12. 


Christ is frequently interrupted. 
He is now liable toa charge of 
spiritual barrenness, deserves re- 
proof for neglecting his vineyard, 
nor does he improve the talents 
committed to his own soui’s hap- 
piness or the honor of his heav- 
enly Father. 

C. can join with A. respecting 
conviction of sin ; has been un- 
der terrors, from an apprehen- 
sion of divine justice and holiness, 
knows all A’s experience. C. 
can also join with B. in all hisat- 
tainments—has had as clear a 
revelation of Christ to his own 
soul as B.; has known thetime 
of love, and f{clt the power of it; 
has as great regard for, and de- 
pendence upon the faithfulness 
of God in his word as B.; has 
been zealous of good works as 
B. ; has also been equally sensi- 
ble of luke-warmness and indif- 
ference in spiritual things, even 
after the motives to obedience 
have been fully known ; there is 
nothing that B. can say, but C. 
can join with him ; can talk, ar- 
gue andreason about spiritual 
matters, with equal perspicuity 
and clearness ; is nota whit be- 
hind him in any matter. But 
here lies the difference between 
B. and C.—B. in his declining 
state, has litthe more thana name 
to live. C. will not rest without 
feeling the power of spiritual life. 
B. depends upon Christ’s work. 
C. does the same, but will have 
a faith, also, purifying the heart, 
working by love, overcoming the 
world, and drawing out ofChrist’s 
fulness, grace for grace. B.uses 
ordinances; C. will have fellow- 
ship with God in ordinances. B. 
is a branch in the true vine ; C. 
must be a fruitful branch in the 
same vine. B. rests satisfied in 
the belief of the promises; C. 
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ises. DB. values his privileges ; 
C. enjoys them. B. is not al- 
ways earnestly seeking the light 
of the divine countenance ; C. is 
ever importunate for it ; would 
not have one day pass without a 
glimpse of it. B. ean mix with 
worldly company and suffer no 
creat loss ; C. is sensible of its 
joss, and mourns it. B. has a 
perfect robe of righteousness in 
Christ ; C. has the same; but 
is earnest after inherent holi- 
ness. B. views Christ as a Sav- 
iour and Deliverer fromthe guilt 
of sin ; but is not sufficiently ear- 
nest to be delivered from the 
power of it. C. does the same, 
and yet further isearnest to break 
its power, by copying after the 
example of Christ ; wants to be 
transformed intothe same image 
in meekness, humility, love, self- 
denial, patience, and deadness to 
the world. B. hasa principle of 


grace; C. has that principle 
drawn out into more lively exer- 


cise. B’s faith seldom sails into 
the sea of love ; C’s makes fre- 
quent excursions there, and like 
the ships of Tarshish, returns 
loaded with heavenly treasure. 
In short, B. is upon a right foun- 
dation ; but builds little more 
than wood, hay, stubble ; while 
C. builds gold, silver, precious 
stones, that will endure a fiery 
trial. 


~~ +e 


Lixcflanation of Matthew xi. 12. 


An attempt to explain and ilius- 
trate the principal ideas held 
forth in the words of Christ 
recorded in Matthew xi. 12. 
“ And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the king- 
dom of heaven suffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it 
by farce.” 


Explanation of Matthew xi. 12. 
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\ K [] HAT is the kingdom of 
heaven? How did it 
suffer violence from the days of 
John the Baptist ?——Who are 
the violent? And, how did they 
take the kingdom of heaven by 
force ? A correct and intelligi- 
ble answer to these questions 
may exhibit the principal ideas 
contained in the words. 

What is the kingdom of 
heaven? The kingdom of heav- 
en is the divine government or 
kingdom set up by Christ, com- 
prising the kingdom of grace 
in this world, and of glory in the 
worldtocome. Christ is the king, 
and his disciples or church the 
subjects. And the gospel, as 
; preached dy Christ and his spe- 

cial ministers, contains and ex- 
hibits the constitution of this 
kingdom, and the great charter 
of its rights and privileges—the 
engagements on the part of the 
king to his subjects, as to the 
care he will take of them, the 
protection and security he will 
afford them, the nature and man- 
ner of his government over 
them, and the nature, extent 
and duration of the privileges 
and blessings which they shall 
enjoy. And in regard to the 
subjects, the gospel contains 
and exhibits the terms of admis- 
sion into this kingdom, the du- 
ties required of them, the char- 
acter they must maintain, ond 
the manner in which they must 
conduct, in order to enjoy the 
| privileges and blessings of true 
and faithful subjects. 

The subjects ef this divine 
kingdom constitute a society dis- 
tinct from the world—widely cil- 
ferent from every other society: 
kingdom or nation, in severe! 
respects ; and particularly inthe 
following. They all partake, 
more or less, of the spirit 
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Christ their king. Hence, they 
all have one spirit, and are ofa 
peculiar character, very differ- 
ent from the rest of mankind : 
they are all holy— a holy na- 
tion.” ‘They are united in the 
same faith—in the same funda- 
mental principles and doctrines, 
the doctrines of Christ, which 
are widely different from those 
of every other society, nation, or 
kingdom. They are governed 
by and yield obedience to a pe- 
culiar system of laws, differing, 
in many respects, from the laws 
of all other kingdoms. The 
laws of Christ exhibited in the 
gospel are their rule of life— 
Hence, They are distinguished 
from all other societies andking- 
doms, by the grand object and 
end of their union. This is to 
glorify God and enjoy him for- 
ever. Itis to attain and possess 
salvation from sin, and complete 
victory over all the enemies of 
God and themselves—perfect 
holiness—perfect conformity to 
God, and complete happiness 
in the enjoyment of him. Of 
course, by their great and pe- 
culiar privileges, they are excee- 
dingly distinguished from and 
placed high above the rest of 
mankind. They are in a state 
of peace and favor with God, 
under the special care, protec- 
tionand government of Christ 
their head and theirking. And 
when all other kingdoms come 
to a perpetual end, this will be 
brought to its most complete and 
perfect state, to endure for 
ever. 

Is not this a kingdom worth 
taking pains for? Are not the 
privileges and blessings to be 
enjoyed in it such as may well 
engage mankind to labor and 
strive, with all their might, to 
obtain possession of it? Hence, 
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we may pertinently proceed to 
the second question, viz. 

How did the kingdom of heay- 
en suffer violence from the days 
of John the Baptist ? 

The original greek word, here 
rendered by the phrasc, “suffer- 
eth violence,” admits of an ac- 
live or passive signification—to 
press upon, or to be pressed 
upon. In Luke xiv. 16, where 
the same fact is stated by 
Christ, the same word is trans- 
lated presseth.”—‘* The law and 
the prophets were until John ; 
since that time the kingdom of 
God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it.” Here the 
word rendered frresseth, is pre- 
cisely the same in the original, 
that in Matthew is rendered su/- 
Sereth violence. 

*“* All the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John.” By the 
predictions of the prophets, and 
by the sacrifices and various typ- 
ical rites and ordinances of the 
law, the kingdom of heaven, the 
gracious and happy government 
of the Messiah, and the privile- 
ges and blessings peculiar to his 
administration, were represen- 
ted as future and at some dis- 
tance. But when John came 
and entered upon his public min- 
istry, he declared the period 
just arrived, for the speedy com- 
mencement or exhibition of this 
heavenly kingdom. “ Repent 
ye” said he ; “ for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” He signi- 
fied that he came as the imme- 
diate forerunner of the Messiah, 
to prepare his way ; and that the 
Messiah himself would follow 
quickly after him : yea, that he 
was already come, and would 
soon be openly manifested, and 
produce great and wonderful ef- 
fects. To the multitudes, who 
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preachedin avery awakening and 
alarming manner, adapted tocon- 
vincethem oftheirsin and danger, 
ofthe necessitylofrepentance, and 
ofevidencing it by its proper 
fruits and effects in their prac- 
tice, that they might share in 
the distinguishing blessings of 
the kingdom of heaven then at 
hand, and escape the terrible 
destruction represented by cut- 
ting down and casting into the 
fire every tree, which did not 
bring forth good fruit. 

Then commenced, and from 
thence to the time-when Christ 
spake the words of the text, as 
well as afterwards, continued, the 
erdorafter the kingdom of heaven 
to get into it, and to cbtain and 
enjoy its peculiar privileges and 


blessings, signifed by its suffer- | 


ing violence. Numbers were as 
much engaged, and pressed for- 
ward with as great resolution, to 
Jay hold and get possession of 
this kingdom, that they might 
partake of itsblessings, asifthey 
were assaulting a town or castle, 
and determined to push forward 
at all events, at every hazard, 
till they were in possession of it. 
—Something like this, I con- 
ceive, is signified by the word 
which ts rendered “ suffereth vi- 
olence.”——This brings us to the 
third question. 

Who are the violent ? 

The violent are those, wheth- 
er native Jews, or others, wha, 
under a conviction «f their sin 
and misery, and of the truth of 
whet John 
concerning the kingdom of hea- 
ven, were heartily 
sharing its blessings in the 
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ed way, and ready to sacrifice 
every principle, 
interest which stood in the ‘very 

By the sort histe 
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es written by the four evangel- 
ists, it is sufficiently evident, that 
numbers of those, who were con- 
siderably awakened and alarm- 
ed by the preaching of John, of 
Christ, and of others, and excj- 
ted for a time to attend to their 
instructions, as though they 
meant and expected to be sub 

jects of the kingdom of heaven 
and partake of its blessings, nev- 
ertheless stopt short of a cordial 
reception of Christ or the gos- 
pel, and did not become real sub- 
jects of his kingdom, and failed 
of sharing its peculiar blessings. 
These, notwithstanding their en- 
gagedness and high expecta- 
tions, did not attain to or pos- 
sess the character of the violent, 
who took or laid hold of the 
kingdom of heaven, but were 
destitute of their temper and 
spirit. 

King Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a just man 
and an holy, and observed him, 
and when he heard, he did many 
things, and heard him gladly. 
He had such a conviction that 
John was a holy man of God, 
that he performed many things 
which John inculcated,andsome- 
times willingly and gladly heard 
him preach, from a selfish desire 
and hope of deriving some ben- 
efit from his instruction. But 
when John reproved him for all 
the evils which he had done, and 
particularly, for marrying and 
living with his brother Pailip’s 
wife, and insisted that it was not 
‘ui for him to have her ; he 

| not sacrifice his carnal in- 
nations _— interests, and 4- 
ry evil way and prac- 
r the c kingdom of heaven's 

Herein he showed him- 

self total! hy - destitute o the tem: 
| per and spirit of the violent. To 
have sonpnort the character of 
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the violent who take the king- 
dom of heaven, he must, for its 
sake, have resolutely opposed 
and subdued those evil inclina- 
tions and lusts, and ceased from 
all those evil practices, and over- 
come those solicitations and re- 
sentments of his unlawful wife, 
which stood in the way of a cor- 
dlial reception of the gospel, and 
a hearty obedience to its pre- 
cepts. 

The young man who came to 
Christ with the important ques- 
tion, * What shall [ do that I 
may inherit eternal life :” ap- 
peared very desirous of endless 
happiness, and to have a good o- 
pinion of Christ asa divine teach- 
er, and probably thought he 
should readily do every thing in 
his power, to secure the inestim- 
2ble blessing of everlasting feli- 
citv. Bunt when Christ said to 
him, “ Sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and wive to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven : 
and come, take up the cross, and 
jollow me: he was sad at that 
saving, and went away grieved : 
dor he had great possessions.” 
He appeared not to have resolu- 
tion sufficient to forsake ed for 
Christ’s sake and the gospe’s— 
to take up the cross and follow 
Christ, for the sake of the treas- 
ure in heaven promised him on 
that condition. He could not do 
such violence to his attachment 
to his great possessions, to his 
worldly interest and inclinations, 
as to sacrifice and give up all for 
the kingdom of heaven; and 
thus fell short of the character 
ofthe violent. 

But they, who were so sensi- 


bie of their present guilty and 
miserable state, and so convinced 
of the safety and happinessto be 
had only in the kinedom of 
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sense and relish of the superior 
worth and excellence of the bless- 
ings of this kingdom, that they 
were resolutely and persevering 
ly determined to receive the doc- 
trines and obey the commands 
of Christ, at the expense of eve- 
ry principle, inclination and in- 
terest incompatible therewith, 
and of all the mortification, self- 
denial, labors and sufferings, ne- 
cessary thereto or implied there- 
in—they were the violent, who 
took the kingdom of heaven by 
force——-This brings us to the 
fourth and last question, viz. 
How did they take the king- 
dom of heaven by force ? What 
can be the meaning of this ex- 
pression ? 

Perhaps the proper import of 
the original is not so happily and 
justly expressed by the phrase, 
“ take it by force.” I would ra- 
ther render it by the words“ seize 
upon it”—or “ Jay hold on and 
secure it.” 

Suppose a beautiful city, in 
which men, were they in posses- 
sion of it, would find ample se- 
curity, good accommodations, 
and supplies of every necessary 
for their support and real happi- 

1€88, is proposed as an object to 
be taken possession of and enjoy 
ed. But the way of access to it is 
very cifficult and laborious. It is 
so situated and so many obsta- 
cles lie in the way of getting to 
it, and taking and keeping pos- 
session of it, that in order te 
succeed in the attempt, men 
must push forward with great 
resolution, and  disencumber 
themselves of whatever would 
obstruct their progress, and per- 
liaps submit to the loss of every 
thing they have elsewhere. Some 
however, feeling the wretched- 
ness of their present condition, 
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the inestimable worth of this 
city, press forward through eve- 
ry obstacle, leaving behindthem, 
or dropping and throwing away 
in their course, whatever they 
find cannot be carried with them, 
and go resolutely forward to the 
very walls and gates of the city, 
and seize and take possession of 
it, and secure tothemselves aset- 
tlement in it.—This supposed 
case may serve, in some meas- 
ure, to illustrate, by way of simil- 
itude, the conduct, which, it is 
conceived, Christ meant to rep- 
resent by saying, “ the violent 
take it by force ;” or seize upon, 
Jay hold of and secure it. 
Whilst the Pharisees and ma- 
ny of the Jews vainly imagined 
themselves the favorites of God, 
and through pride, covetousness 
and worldly lusts, despised and 
rejected the calls to repent and 
believe in and obey the Messiah, 
numbers, among whom were 
publicans and harlots and Roman 
soldiers, and such as the Phari- 
sees heldin greatcontempt, were 
thoroughly convinced of their 
sinful, dangerous and miserable 
state, and also, that forgiveness 
ald salvation were to be enjoy- 
ed only in the way of repentance 
and faith in and obedience to 
Christ, and becoming real sub- 
jects of the kingdom of heaven. 
Of the inestimable worth of the 
blessings of this kingdom they 
likewise had a strong persuasion 
and some relish. Therefore, 
like the men ig the supposed 
case just stated, they resolutely 
pressed into this kingdom, laid 
hold of, seized upon and secured 
the possession of it, by embra- 
cing the doctrine, and obeying 
the precepts, and following the 
instructions of John, of Christ, 
and of his special ministers, at 
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tion af all their former princi- 
ples and opinions which were 
repugnant thereto—of their own 
righteousness and fond hopes of 
obtaining favor with God by any 
thing which they did or could do 
—at the expense of those world- 
ly interests and pursuits, which 
were inconsistent with the doc- 
trines and laws of the kingdom 
of heaven, submitting to the 
mortifications, self-denials and 
sufferings, and laborious services 
required or called to—engaging 
and persevering in the exercise 
and practice of righteousness and 
true holiness, in doing justly, loy- 
ing mercy, and walking humbly 
with God. They thus engaged 
and persevered in obedience to 
the doctrines and ‘laws of Christ, 
watching, praying, wrestling and 
striving against sin and Satan, 
the flesh and the world, and 
whatever stood in their way, 
net in their own wisdom and 
strength ; but in an entire de- 
pendence on the wisdom and 
strength, grace and merit of 
their king and head, according 
tohis gracious promises tothose, 
who cordially take him for their 
Lord and Saviour, and proved 
victorious by the gift of God 
through their Lord Jesus Christ. 
CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

1. In the gospel, the kingdom 
of heaven is still preached—is 
yet exhibited and placed before 
us, with all its peculiar privileg~ 
es and blessings, as an object for 
our choice and pursuit, to be re- 
ceived, laid hold of and secured, 
by all who are willing to be sub- 
jects init and enjoy its blessings 
in the divinely appointed way— 
on the prescribed terms and con- 
ditions. 

2. The blessings of this king- 
dom are well worth all the la- 
bor, pains aad expense, sacrifi« 
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ces and sufferings, necessary to 
obtain possession ofit, and secure 
a settlement in it. 

3. The time, in which we 
shall have any possible chance or 
opportunity to lay hold and ob- 
tain possession of the kingdom 
of heaven and secure its bless- 
ings, is short, very short, and 
extremely uncertain. It is limit- 
ed to the present life. It is not, 
or 7ever. 

4. In this kingdom is com- 
prised all the real, permanent 
food ever to be enjoyed by man- 
kind. Out of this kingdom there 
is no salvation—no real, perma- 
hent good fer any human crea- 
ture. Butevery one who does 
not become a subject in it, will 
not only fail entirely of all true 
happiness, but experience the 
extreme of misery forever, after 
the close of this short and uncer- 
tain life! 


PAREPIDEMOS. 
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Biographical Sketches of the Rev. 
Job Swift, D. D. who died at 
Etnosburgh,in Vermont, October 
20, 1804. 


EATH is a subject always 
affording religious instruc- 

tion. The death of aprivate per- 
son, though it furnish toall matter 
for useful contemplation, is apt to 
interest but the small number of 
those personally acquainted with 
the deceased. The death of one 
sustaining a public character, es- 
pecially of a public benefactor to 
mankind, excites a more general 
interest and concern. Perhaps 
in few instances has the death of 
a minister of the gospel occasion- 
ed a more deep and universal 
sympathy than that of the Rev. 
Job Swift, D. D. The univer- 
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es incommunity, must be con- 
sidered as furnishing a sincere 
tribute to his worth, and an am- 
ple testimony of his extensive 
usefulness. All acknowledge the 
importance of keeping alive the 
memory of such men, that, 
though dead, they may yet speak. 
A perusal of the writings be- 
queathed by them to the world, 
may often have thiseffect. Un- 
fortunately in the present case, 
no such benefit can be experien- 
ced. Such was the extreme 
modesty of Dr. S. that though 
often importuned by his breth- 
ren in the ministry, he never 
would consent that any of his 
productions should be published. 
The following imperfect 
sketch of his life and charcter 
may not be unacceptable tothose, 
who cherish in their hearts, the 
memory of those great and good 
men, who have done honor to 
the cause of Christianity. 

He was born in Sandwich, in 
the state of Massachusetts, on the 
17th of June, A. D. 1743, 0.58. 
He was graduated at Yale Col- 
lege in 1765. He was by nature 
endowed with those distinguish- 
ed talents, which would have en- 
abled him to appear with the 
highest reputation in any pro- 
fession. It was from motives of 
duty that he chose the ministe- 
rial profession, and he was assist- 
ed in his preparatory studies by 
the Rev. Dr. Bellamy, of whom 
he ever afterwards retained a 
profound esteem. He was little 
more than twenty-two years of 
age, when he became a preacher 
of the gospel. In the following 
year, he was ordained over a 
church and people in Richmond, 
Mass. where he labored seven 
years. His prospects of useful 
ness in this place were, for atime, 





eal grief, manifested by al! class- 


| favorable and encouraged him te 


wee aT 









































































































i 


en hoe ee 


ee 





464 


hope that his labors would be 
successiul. That he might more 
readily lead the minds of his 
people into a proper understand- 
ing of the Christian doctrines, he 
Jent his aid in favor of religious 
conferences, in which, questions 
on doctrinal subjects were freely 
discussed. By his unwearied 
exertions a great part of bis peo- 
ple, in a short time, became well 


indoctrinated, and some few of 


them the hopeful subjects of gos- 
pel grace. Butalas! The scene 
was soon changed. His bright 
prospects began to darken, and 
he had soon to encounter 
those afllictive difficulties which 
so often fall to the lotof the faith- 
ful ministersof Christ. iis dif- 
ficulties here arose solely from 
his strict and conscientious ad- 
herence to what he judged di- 
vine truth. Neither the purity 
of his sentiments nor his Chris- 
tian charity would suffer him to 
favor the sentiments and wishes 
ofmany of hischurch. While 
he was faithful in teaching them 
that the just live by faith, and 
warning them of the danger of 
being slothful in the performance 
of Christian duties, many were 
highly offended with him, be- 
cause he did not preach consola- 
tion. Having set himself as a 
defence of the gospel of Christ, 
he could not be persuaded to ac- 
commodate himself to their fcel- 
ings. Thisserved but to increase 
their dissatisfaction, and they at 
length declared themselves irre- 
concileable. He was of course 
soon dismissed from his pastoral 
charge. Many and grievous 
were the trials and afflictions 
which he experienced : But he 
éndured them all with the pa- 
tience, submission and cheerlul- 
ness which formed such distin- 
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through his whole life.- After 
his dismission from the church 
in Richmond, he preached in dif- 
ferent places about a year, dur- 
ing which time, nothing very 
remarkable happened with rela- 
tion to him. He then removed 
toa place called the Nine Part- 
ners, in the state of New-York. 
During his stay in this place, he 
had the misfortune of losing the 
chief part of his property by the 
depreciation of paper currency. 
This loss, though severe, he en- 
dured with all his usual fortitude 
and cheerfulness. Here his gos- 
pel labors were attended with no 
apparent success; and he met 
with no opposition; for the 
greatest stupidity and carcless- 
ness reigned among his people, 
notwithstanding all his endeavors 
to awaken them. At the end of 
about seven years, finding his la- 
bors ineffectual, he thought it 
his duty to remove to some oth- 
er place. He then wentto Man- 
chester in Vermont, where he 
labored successfully about two 
years. ‘The Lord attended the 
word which he preached with 
his spirit; and a_ considerable 
number were gathered into the 
church of Christ, under his ad- 
ininistration. He then had an 
invitation to settle in Benning- 
ton, where he spent about sixteen 
years. During this term, he 
was called, nearly at the same 
time, to part with two of his chil- 
dren. This afflictive stroke of 
Previdence he endured with the 
patience and submission which 
always peculiarly characterized 
him. It may not be expedient 
to go into an enguiry relative to 
the causes which led to his dis- 
mission from the church and 
people of Bennington. The e- 
vent is recent and the subject a 





. gushec traits in his character 


delicate 


ne 
shee 


The people of 











1805.) 





Bennington, it is hoped, while 
they realize their obligations to 
a once beloved and faithful pas- 
tor, will cherish with pleasure 
his memory, and be fully sensi- 
ble of the honor conferred on 
them, in having enjoyed the la- 
bors of one so highly distinguish- 
ed. After leaving Bennington, 
from motives truly pious and 
laudable, he removedto Addison. 
The people of Addison will al- 
ways remember, with the warm- 
est emotions, their obligations to 
him for the good which he was 
instrumental of accomplishing a- 
mong them. The town had long 
been in a divided state, the situ- 
ation unhappily of too many of 
the towns in Vermont. But af- 
ter the town was blessed with his 
residence, as if an angel had 
taken up his abode with them, 
the moral and religious char- 
acter of the people was soon 
entirely changed. A church was 
organized and rendered respect- 
able by the number of its mem- 
bers. Public worship on the 
sabbath was statedly observed, 
and every thing began to wear 
a new and promising appear- 
ance. It is not easy to con- 
ceive the grief, which the peo- 
ple felt on learning the sorrow- 
ful news of his death. This tru- 
ly mournful event happened, 
while he was in the northern 
part of Vermont on a mission, 
which, with the consent of his 
people, he voluntarily undertook 
at his own expense. The same 
zeal and disinterested concern 
for the highest good of his fel- 
low creatures, which he dis- 
played through life, he exhibited 
till death. On the 20th of Oc- 
tober, 1804, after he had passed 
his sixtieth year, while he was 
at Enosburgh, his kind Lord re- 
lieved him from his Christian 
Voi. V. NO. 12. 
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warfare, and without doubt, re- 
ceived him to a more noble and 
exalted state, in that better world, 
where warfare is never known. 
The patience with which he en- 
dured the pains of his last sick- 
ness, and the composure and 
peace of mind, which he main- 
tained in the prospect of ap- 
proaching death, excited the 
greatest astonishment in an un- 
believer who happened to be pres 
sent. When asked if he was 
willing to die-—Dr. S. replied, 
* Death has no terrors.” Most 
persons think it a happiness to 
die in the midst of their friends ; 
but he, more tender of them than 
of himself, wished that none of 
them might be present to wit- 
ness so painful a spectacle. 
Some ofhis last words were— 
“ I have often thought it would 
be very distressing to have my 
family around me in the hour of 
death.” Thusdied the Rev. Dr. 
S. cut off by a sudden death, in 
the entire possession of his men- 
tal faculties, and at the very 
height of his usefulness. On 
the death of such aneminent ser- 
vant of God may we notexclaim, 
Surely a great man has fallen in 
Israel ! 

His funeral sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Benjamin 
Wooster, from Isai. Ivii.1. The 
righteous are taken away from 
the evil to come. His funeral 
rites were performed in the pre- 
sence of the same persons who 
had heard his last sermon and 
witnessed the earnest zeal for 
their salvation, which he mani- 
fested at the conference which 
he was attending when taken 
unwell. Surely they must be 
greatly blame-worthy, if they 
have failed to profit by the affect- 
ing and instructive lesson which 
they then received, or if they 
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suffer the impressions made on 
their minds ever to be effaced. 
A funeral sermon was afterwards 
preached at Addison, by the 
Rev. Jedediah Bushnell, from 
Heb. xi. 4. By it Being dead he 
yet speaketh. ‘The Rev. Lemu- 
e! Haynes also preached a fune- 
ral sermon on the occasion, to 
his people in West-Rutland. 

A few remarks will here be 
added, as a farther illustration of 
the character of the Rev. Dr. S. 

A person, who hadthe best op- 
portunity of knowing and observ- 
ing him accurately, declares 
“ that patience, contentment and 
cheerfulness in every circum- 
stance of his life, distinguished 
his character: That he never 
knew him express amurmuring 
or complaining word, or mani- 
fest any real uneasiness in any 
situation, however disagreeable, 
or under any trial, however af- 
flictive : That if he ever discov- 
ered any thing of the kind in any 
of his family, he always admon- 
ished them; reminding them 
how many mercies they en- 
joyed, and how ill they deserved 
them: That he always bore the 
contradict:on of the wicked with 
the most admirable patience : 
That he never knew him, ina 
single instance, revile again 
when he was reviled: That he 
eiways bore the bitter reproach- 
es and slanders of his enemies 
without the least apparent unea- 
siness ; and that when called to 
endure their personal abuse, he 
always submitted himself to it, 
without ever shewing the least 
degree of resentment : That he 
was never heard to utter a word 
standerously, or reproachfully, 
against any of his fellow-men ; 
not in any instance, even against 
his enemies : but always bore 
testimony against the wicked- 








of the Rev. Job Swift. (Jun, 
ness of the wicked in a charita- 
ble and gospel manner. As was 


his doctrine, $0 was his life.” 
The character of Dr. S. shines 
withdistinguished lustre in what- 
ever situation or relation he be 
viewed, whether as a man, asa 
citizen,as aChristian,pastor,scho- 
lar, neighbor, friend, husband or 
parent. He early discovered an 
inquisitive turn of mind and a 
fondness for mvestigating sci- 
ence and truth. The Author of 
nature had given him a capa- 
cious and comprehensive mind, 
and rendered him capable of ex- 
ploring the depths of knowledge 
and of investigating the most 
abstruse subjects. Divinity was 
his favorite study. In this sci- 
ence, he made great acquisitions. 
His views were profound and 
clear ; his sermons rich in sen- 
timent and well digested. Such 
was the strength of his mind, that 
he nevercommitted his sermons 
to memory, nor for many years, 
male use of notes in delivering 
them. He studied them while 
walking in his room, or in the 
field, and delivered them extem- 
porancously. The numbers who 
have been often entertained and 
edified by his faithful labors and 
instructive discourses, can wit- 
ness that he was an able preach- 
er, a scribe well instructed unto 
the kingdom of Ged. Inprayer 
he was solemn, devotional and 
fervent. He was always able to 
adapt himself to particular occa- 
sions with peculiar pertinency. 
His words were weighty and ac- 
companied with an air of sincer- 
ity. His manner was tender, af- 
fectionate and winning. With 
truth may it be said of him, that 
in mevkness he instructed those 
who opposed. His religious 
sentiments he endeavored to 
found on the word of Ged, rather 
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than on human creeds. He re- 
sorted to the word of God as to 
a pure source, that he might.re- 
ceive from thence unadulterated 
knowledge. He always inculca- 
ted strongly on his hearers, the 
doctrine of human depravity, 
the necessity of regeneration, 
faith, repentance and good works, 
and adapted his discourses tocom- 
mon,comprehension, never over- 
looking even the lowest capacity. 
He was apt to converse with per- 
sons of every description, that he 
might win their good will and 
benefit them. He ever mani- 
fested that zeal for the great 
truths and duties of Christianity 
which is according toknowledge ; 
but, at the same time, abhorred 
bigotry. He ever exhibited an 
amiable liberality of disposition 
in his judgment of others, was 
disposed to speak of them with 
candor, and entertain a charita- 
ble hope for all of whatever de- 
nomination, who appeared to 
possess the essentials of religion. 
The different congregations 
with whom he has successively 
labored, can witness his prudence 
inthe discharge of ministerial 
duties, his sincere love of peace 
and his unwearied efforts to pre- 
serve it. They can witness that 
he was not slothful, but abun- 
dant in labors, coveting not theirs 
butthem. The words of Cow- 
per apply, with such exact pro- 
priety, to the person who is the 
subject of these remarks, that 
oneis almosttempted tosuppose, 
that the poet must have had a 
personal reference to him. 


“ A preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would -hear, ap- 
prove and own. 
Simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncorrupt; in language 
plain ; 
And plain in manner. 
emn, chaste, 


Decent, sol- 
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And natural in gesture. Much im- 


press’d 
Himself, as conscious of his awful 
charge, 
And anxious that the flock he fed 
Should feelit too. Affectionateinlook, 
And tender in address, as well be 
comes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men.” 
Providence, in casting his lot 
in Vermont, appears to have 
placed him where he could de 
most good, and where he was 
most wanted. On him literally 
devolved the care of all the 
churches. They looked up to 
him as toa father, for counsel 
and advice. His influence was 
never confined to the place 
where he lived ; but was felt and 
most readily acknowledged in 
other towns and societies, where 
religion had any friends. There 
are few men in his profession, 
who attain to such distinguished 
eminence, and fewer still, to 
whom all concur in paying 
such distinguished respect. Lis 
weight among the clergy was 
not less than among the people. 
Seldom was there an ordination 
where he was not consulted, or 
an ecclesiastical council where 
he was not invited. At coun- 
cils and meetings of the clergy, 
he ever presided with peculiar 
dignity. His age, talents and 
influence placed him at the head 
of the clergy, and by thei, he 
was universally beloved and re- 
vered. He felt for the destitute 
situation of -the newly settled 
towns, and more than once, at 
an’ advanced age, encountered 
the difficulties attending a mis- 
sion. Though at times he view- 
ed prospects as very dark with 
respect to the religious state of 
Vermont, and was ready to be 
almost entirely discouraged ;— 
yet he would never give up his 





hopes entirely ; Providence re- 
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warded his perseverance and 
prayers by giving him more 
comfortable views, during the 
latter part of his life, and it was 
with heart-felt pleasure that he 
beheld, before his death, a revi- 
val of religion in many of the 
towns. 

Whether we view him, as a 
minister, or as a man, as labor- 
ing to promote the spiritual or 
the temporal happinessof others, 
he was truly benevolent, pious 
and sincere ; wishing well to all, 
and contriving to promote their 
welfare. In conversation he was 
instructive and cheerful ; and of 
easy access to all, both young 
andold. He ever was forward 
to countenance merit. Ingen- 
ious and pious young men he 
stimulated to obtain a liberal ed- 
ucation and willingly assisted 
them in preparing for it. 

He .was remarkable for his 
kindness and hospitality ; ever 
proved himself a faithful friend ; 
was frank in his disposition ; but 
at the same time prudently cau- 
tious. In private life, he was 
the affectionate husband and the 
kind parent; and was distin- 
guished for constancy, diligence 
and activity. He was an accu- 
rate observer of men and things ; 
and though he never would de- 
part from his proper station, yet 
he was not inattentive to politi- 
cal occurrences. 

As a scholar, he was well ver- 
sed in classic literature ; and 
the honor of a Doctorate in Di- 
vinity, conferred on him, by the 
corporation of William’s Col- 
lege, was but a deserved tribute 
to his worth. He was a friend 
and patron of literature and of 
literary institutions, and was suc- 
cessively member of the corpora- 
tions of Dartmouth, Williams 
and Middiebury Colleges. Inre- 
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lation to all matters of business, 
in which he was engaged, he 
possessed what may be termed 
an efficient character. His sound 
judgment enabled him to dis- 
cern real difficulties and to pro- 
vide against them. His zeal to 
do good was undiminished to the 
last. His death, like his life, 
was calm without any surprise 
or agitation of spirit. He died 
with a blessed hope of a glori- 
ous immortality. 

Let his life and example stim- 
ulate others to a happy imita- 
tion, and his death impress up- 
onthe hearts of all, the things 
which they have heard from his 
lips, that now he is dead they 
may have them always in re- 
membrance. 


The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narra- 
tive of his Mission to the Hot- 
tentots. 


(Concluded from p. 458.) 


SHALL now beg leave to 

give an extract from my Di- 
ary, which was published in 
Holland, in the ninth Number 
of their Periodical Accounts, 
and which I happened to bring 
with me when I came from 
thence to London. 

On the 3d of October, 1802, 
I baptized four Hottentot men 
and two women. On the pre- 
ceding day they had given a 
satisfactory Confession of our 
Calvinistic Creed, showing that 
they were well grounded in the 
pure word of God, and that they 
had found solid consolation in 
the truth, in confidence of which 
they could venture into the eter- 
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they were deisrous, by their 
walk and conversation, to show 
forth the power of Jesus Christ, 
in whom they believed ; deter- 
mined, henceforth, not to live 
unto sin, but unto him. 

The solemn service was be- 
gun by reading the 52d, 53d, 
54th, and 55th chapters of Isa- 
iah. We then sang the 3d part 
of Psalm cxviii.. The Sermon, 
which was on Rom. vi. .1—4, 
concluded with a short address. 
After which Psal. lxxii. ver. 7 to 
the end, wassung. When the 
first of these candidates for holy 
Baptism kneeled down, we sang 
Psal. Ixxii. ver. 5. At the kneel- 
ing down of the second, we joined 
in that verse of the Evening 
Hymn--“ Were we found sprink- 
led with thy blood,” &c. The 
third kneeled down under the 
last verse of the same Hymn: 
and the fourth under the words 
—‘‘ Come Jesus make my sins 
* to vanish.” These verses were 
sung while they were on their 
knees, in order to receive the 
covenant seal of Baptism, the 
Minister laying his hands on 
their heads. The Ordinance 
having been administered, the 
Apostolic benediction was pro- 
nounced over each of them, 
singly. The following. Chris- 
tians were witnesses of the sa- 
cred.transaction : J. Scholtz, C. 
Botma, Stephen Botma, Gerrit 
Maritz, and John Van de Wer- 
huisen. Service being over, we 
had a Love-Feast together with 
ournew brethren and sisters, be- 
ing desirous to intimate that all 
the distinction which had before 
subsisted between them and us 
Was now at an end, and that we 
should consider one another as 
members of Christ, supported 
by tle same spiritual food. 
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day we celebrated the Lord’s 
Supper, when I discoursed on 
Rom. viii. 31—34, and there was 
much life perceivable among us. 
Our new brethren and sisters 
from among the heathen, par- 
took of the sacred emblems 
with us, and we, through grace, 
felt perfectly united with them. 
The hymn was Psalm Ixviii. 10. 
During the celebration of the 
ordinance, the High-Priestly- 
prayer of our Lord, in John xvii. 
with part of John vi. and Isaiah 
lv. assisted our devotion. 

The conversion of these poor 
heathen was scarcely so surpris- 
ing to us, as the cordial union of 
so many Christians with us in 
these exercises, though so con- 
trary to their former customs 
and prejudices. -But he who 
has the hearts of all men in his 
hand, convinced us that nothing 
is too hard for him, and caused 
them not only not to oppose our 
proceedings, but to manifest the 
spirit of brotherly love.* - 


a 


* Mr. K. informs us, that the 
Dutch Colonists differ much in their 
moral character, and in their dispo- 
sition towards the Missionary cause. 
«« The more moral and serious,” said 
he, “ gave me every assistance in 
“ their power, and I can never be 
“ sufficiently thankful for it. Those 
who opposed us were generally 
“ uncivilized and ungodly men, who 
“‘ were led astray by our enemies, 
“and pretended to suspect me of 
political views. The better sort of 
the Settlers instruct their Hotten- 
tots and their Slaves, and through 
their instrumentality, some have 
“been savingly converted. But 
“ those Farmers who are notoriously 
wicked, are afraid that the heathen 
will become too wise by instruc- 
tion, andso reprove them for their 
wicked works.” 

It may here be observed, that the 
Hottentots are not slaves ; they receive 
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After the Baptismal service, 
I went round, and shook hands 
with each of them, in the name 
of Jesus, to bid them welcome 
into his Church, as my dearly 
beloved friends. All the Chris- 
tians present, joined in expres- 
sions congratulatory, and full of 
tender affection; the women 
embracing their sisters, and cry- 
ing out—“ God is performing 
“ wonders, in these days, in this 
“ dry desart! Ah! what times 
“ do we live in! How great is 
“the Lord’s Joving-kindness, 
“ whe reveals himself to such 
“ poor blind creatures !” Every 
one present was strongly affect- 
ed; and the Lord himself was 
surely iti the midst of us. As 
tomy own feelings—I cannot 
expressthem. My thouglits, on 
this occasion, were too many to 
be counted. I could do nothing 
but weep, or speak broken words 
of love and praise, when I con- 
sidered what the Lord had done 

ee 

as they live near the Cape or farther 
distant, or as laborers happen to be 
scarce, or the work heavy. Near 
the Cape, they get from five to eight 
Rix dollars for one journey to Cape 
‘Town ; in the back Settlements, from 
six to eight sheep per year. Most 
Hottentots hire themselves out fora 
year ; but the Colonists, under vari- 
ous pretences, attempt to keep them 
beyond their time, if they stand in 
need of them. Severe floggings are 
given on such occasions by unjust 
masters; but, on the other hand, 
some of the Hottentots are so rude 
and refractory, that they deserve very 
severe Correction. 

Few, among the smaller hordes of 
Hottentots, have any Chief. If there 
be a Captain, his power is regulated 
by his personal strength. He may 
flog a man who is weaker than him- 
self ; but he is content merely to 
scowl at a stronger rebel or malefac- 
tor. They have no laws, but every 


Chief follows the dictates of his own 
wil. 
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among these people, by me, his 
poor unprofitable servant; and 
how my eyes now beheld that 
happy time for which I had 
longed so much, for which I had 
so repeatedly and fervently pray- 
ed. Things that once seemed 
to me next to impossible, were 
now realized. I was overwhel- 
med with wonder and gratitude 
while we were singing Psalm 
Ixxii. 5, “ The desolate nation 
“shall kneel before thee.” 
(Dutch Version) I was constrain- 
ed to cry—* Yes, thou God of 
“ truth, this thou hast shewn to 
“ us, and art still shewing to us. 
“ Here are the desolate people 
“ before thee, to make a tender 
“ of their hearts, surrendering 
“themselves for ever to thee, 
“ O King Jesus, who hast shed 


<a 


The Boschemen arc rarcly without 
a Chief, who is generally the most 
cunning or the most daring among 
his Banditti. His merit lies in beinz 
the most bloody murderer among 
his gang, whom he never punishes 
for their crimes ; but if a man has 
let slip a favorable opportunity of 
killing a Farmer or a Hottentot, the 
Chief is sure tocall him to an ac- 
count. In support of his authority, 
he is sometimes obliged to fight with 
his own people; who kill him with- 
out being punished, except by the re- 
lations of the deceased, who are strict- 
ly « the avengers of blood,” and who 
pursue the murderer through rivers 
and over mountains till they find 
him. 
A circumstance, descriptive of their 
crueity to their children, which was 
omitted in its proper picce, may be 
here inserted. Mr. Kicherer says, 
‘6 A little while before I left the Great 
‘‘ River, I saved the life of a boy, 
“« fifteen years old, whom the Coran- 
‘nas were going to drown.” But he 
adds—“ Enough of this ; my soul 
‘ shudders at the recollection of all 
‘< these scenes of inhumanity, owing 
‘« to the ignorance of these wretched 





“ people.” 
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“ thy blood for them, as a’ ran- 
“ som for their sins. O my God, 
“ who didst say to me, Go out 
“ from thy country and thy fam- 
“ ily into a land which I shall 
“ shew thee, eternal thanks be 
“to thee from the bottom of 
*“ my heart. Thou hast shewn 
“ great faithfulness to me thy 
“ servant, and my eyes have seen 
“ thy salvation. Thou hast trans- 
“ formed the wilderness into a 
“ fruitful field, and the dry plac- 
“es into pools of water. Ac- 
“complish thy promises, that 
“ the enemies of thy cross may 
“ see, that Jehovah’s wonder- 
“ working hand hath done this. 
“ Gird me and all thy servants 
“ with strength to combat the old 
“ Dragon and his power, to take 
* the spoil from the strong, prov- 

ing more than conquerors. 

O thou great Fore-runner, 

bless our poor services,and ex- 
‘ert thy power still more and 

more, for we expect greater 
“ things than these ; Come Lord 
* Jesus, Amen.” 

When leaving the Chapel, it 
was pleasing to observe, how the 
poor Hottentots congratulated 
the new brethren and sisters ; 
and how they encouraged them 
to live henceforth entirely to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. One, in par- 
ticular, embracing his newly 
baptized friend, exclaimed— 
* Ah! my dear brother, let go 
“ the world and its allurements ; 
“they are crucified to thee by 
“ the death of Christ ; live and 
“ suffer henceforth for him, 
“ keeping in remembrance your 
“ vows, and the holy Tri-une 
* God will make good his prom- 
* jses to you; now you have 
“ nothing to do but to ask, and 
he will give you all you want.” 

At the close of this, as on all 
sacred days, it was truly affect- 
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ing to behold the whole congre- 
gation, immediately after ser- 
viee, dispersing over the fields 
and hills, in order to meditate 
and pray over what they had 
heard and enjoyed. I give them 
the example, and they all follow 
me. Wherever I go, I meet 
with stragglers, engaged in soli- 
tary meditation, or lying on the 
ground, behind the bushes, or 
between the clefts of rocks, pour- 
ing out their souls to God in 
prayer. 

On the Lord’s day no attention 
is paid to worldly business: from 
morning to evening, the whole 
time is employed in religious 
exercises, public or private. No 
victuals is dressed till after the 
last public service ; nor are any 
persons seen loitering about ; 
the people of the settlement have 
but one business on that day, and 
that business is the service of 
God. 

On the 25th of December, 
1802, we had another Baptismal 
Solemnity. On the 22d, a num- 
ber of Christians and Heathens 
arrived: from various parts, to 
witness the pleasing transaction ; 
and we rejoiced together undey 
the influence of Divine Grace 
and Christian affection. 

On the 24th all the Adults, 
who were to be baptized, namely, 
four men and twelve women, 
made their confession of faith, 
to the astonishment and confu- 
sion of many Christians, as they 
frankly owned. After this, some 
questions were put to the chil- 
dren, which they answered ex- 
ceedingly well. Among others 
a little girl, between eight and 
nine years old, spoke for half an 
hour, without intermission, and 
with great propriety. .This.con- 
fession tock up eight hours and 
a half. It was introduced by 
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singing the 98th Psalm; and 
the attention of the congregation 
was relieved _by verses, inter- 
spersed, of the Hyma—* O Zi- 
“ on’s King, God’s only Son,” 
&c.* 

On the next day, atten o’clock, 
the solemn service began. The 
Christians vied with each other, 
in offering to stand witnesses to 
the Baptism of the children of 
this newcongregation. I preach- 
ed on Rom. v. 1, 2, concluding 
With an appropriate address, in 
which I called on the adults to 
put off the old man, or the cor- 
rupt principles of their sinful na- 
ture, and to put on the Lord Je- 
sus. ‘The sacrament of Baptism 
was then administered, first to 
the adults, and next to the chil- 
dren, (twenty-seven in number) 
the fathers holding them on their 
knees, andthe mothers bringing 
their babes in their arms. We 
then sang our favorite Hymn— 
“ QO Zion’s King, &c.” In the 
evening we sat down to a Love- 
feast, and afterwards to the Ho- 
ly Communion. I concluded the 
day by preaching on Rom. viii. 
1,2. It was a blessed season, 
our young Christians joining 
with us in brotherly fellowship, 
and partaking in our blessings. 
i was’ much fatigued, but the 
Lord strengthened me. 

It was my intention not to 
baptize any more persons, till ] 
should return from Europe ; for 
I had now resolved upon going 
thither, partly for the sake of my 
drooping health, partly on ac- 
count of some important domes- 
tic concerns, and also with a 
view of consulting the Directors 
of the Missionary Society in 


— 


* Seea Translation of this Hymn, 
from the Dutch, in the Evangelical 
Magazine for December, 1805. 
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London, on the best means to be 
adopted in future. But the 
greater part of the people who 
had continued with me from the 
beginning, came to me daily, ex- 
pressing their earnest desire of 
receiving this token of the Cove- 
nant, for, they said, they also 
wished to be the servants of Je- 
sus, declaring that they saw. no 
other way of escaping from the 
wrath to come, but by the vica- 
rious sacrifice of the Son of God. 
Having selected from among 
them such as appeared to me 
most fit to receive this seal of 
Covenant love, I baptized, on the 
15th of January, 1803, three 
men, seven women, and twenty- 
four of their children. The joy 
was great and sincere. Those 
who had formerly been baptized, 
were exhorted to reconsider 
their obligations, as well as their 
‘privileges. This took place only 
two days before my departure 
from Zak River, so that we had 
not opportunity of rendering it 
so public, or so solemn, as in 
the former instances ; neverthe- 
less, the impression it left on all 
minds was very deep and desir- 
able. Thus I left eighty-three 
baptized Heathen at the Settle- 
ment, the whole population be- 
ing about six hundred—So far 
the Dutch Account. 

In the course of the year 1802, 
I had an agreeable visit from 
Brother John Kock, who, with 
three of his Bootsuannas, (one 
of them a Chief, called Perry) 
and their families, had travelled 
to Cape Town. John Kock re- 
lated a fact, which is certainly 
remarkable. He preached to 
the natives, (who are a more In- 
telligent race of men than the 
Hottentots) the leading doctrines 
of the Christian faith ; but, for 





some time, to no visible purpose. 
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But on a certain night, which 
was very rainy, a Bootsuanna 
being in the fields, and not suc- 
ceeding in making a fire, by the 
usual method of rubbing two 
sticks together, it came into his 
mind that he would pray to Je- 
sus, whom he had heard could 
answer the petitions of his peo- 
ple; when, te his great sur- 
prise, the very next attempt pro- 
ved successful.;| This singular 
circumstance ‘impressed his 
mind, and induced him to be- 
come more attentive to the 
preaching of the Gospel ; he be- 
gan to discover the necessity of 
experimental religion, and there 
was reason to hope that the 
spark which was kindled in his 
mind would never be extinguish- 
ed. QOh,the condescending love 
of God to poor blind creatures } 

Perry conceived a strong af- 
fection for ne, and asked a num- 
ber of pertinent questions, such 
as, Whether the baptismal wa- 
ter differed in its nature from 
that of the rivers of Caffraria ‘ 
Whether Jesus was the Saviour 
of Caffres as well as of Hotten- 
tots ? How he could be God and 
man at the same time? He 
pressed me hard to go with him 
to his own country, promising 
that he would prepare every 
thing for my reception, and as- 
suring me that he should esteem 
that day the happiest of his life 
when he should see me arrive at 
his Kraal. He even offered to 
go with me over the Great Wa- 
ter. 

About the same time, I en- 
joyed an agreeable visit from 
Brother Anderson, who inform- 
ed me that every thing went on 
well at the Great River, and that 
the work of the Lord prospered 
much in those parts. 

On the 17th of January, 1803, 
Vou. V. NO. 12. 
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I took leave of my dear affection- 
ate people at Zak River,* and 
proceeded to Cape Town, in or- 
der to take my passage for Eu- 
rope. After trying in vain, for 
some time, to procure a passage 
in a Dutch vessel, I was obliged, 
at last, to go on board a Dane. 
On the south of the Equinoctial, 
the wind was generally favora- 
ble ; but after we had crossed it, 
we met with adverse winds 
which took us far out of our 
proper course. At length, we 
spoke with a ship, which com- 
municated to us the distressing 
news that the war had agai 
broken out ; in consequence o 
this information we steered round 
Scotland, towards Norway, where 
we made a harbor, in which we 
were glad to find a shelter from 
the very heavy gales. From 
ae a 


* Mr. K.’s parting was very affecr- 
ing. The poor people wept bitter! - 
They laid hold on his hands and said 
they could not lethim go. They said 
they would pray to God to bring him 
back soon ; they thought they should 
die if he did not return. They ex- 
pressed their apprehension that it was 
on account of their guilt, and because 
they had not sufficiently prized the 
ministry of the Gospel, that they 
must be deprived of it. A gentleman 
who saw them after Mr. K.’s depart- 
ure said that no person must now 
mention his name to them, and that 
if any one happened to do so they 
would be extremely affected and 
weep much. 

Mr. K. left the congregation nader 
the care of Mr. Botman, a worthy pi- 
ous man, 2 native who had been a 
Farmer. But being determined to 
devote himself to the service of Christ 
and souls, he had sold all his goods 
and become a preacher of the Gospel. 

Mr. K. left them with the assur- 
ance that he would return to them, if 
possible, in the course of a year, or 
little more. He left London, Dec. 
21, for Holland, expecting a passage 
from thence to the Cape very shortly 
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thence we proceeded, July 16th, 
to the Texel, in the very en- 
trance of which we were exam- 
ined by an English Cruiser. I 
committed myself to Him, who 
never failed to be a refuge for 
ne inthe day of trouble, and 
he delivered us ; for though the 
captain of the vessel examined 
our papers, which certainly pro- 
ved us the fairest prize imagina- 
ble, he suffered us to proceed. 
We knew not how to account 
for his generosity, as every fish- 
ing boat was taken by the Brit- 
ish: however, we were thankful 
to the Lord whe had brought us 
safely to the place of our desti- 
nation, we bcing the only ship of 
all those which Ieft the Cape 
with us, that reached the Mother 
Country. 


Death of Dr. Priestly. 


The following account of the 
ceath of this well known char- 
acter, has been inserted in the 
Philadelphia Gazette. 


“ CXTNCE his illness at Phila- 
delphia, in the year 1801, 
Dr. Priestly never regained his 
former state of health. His com- 
plaint was constant indigestion, 
and a difficulty of swallowing 
food of any kind. But during 
this period of general debility, he 
was busily employed in printing 
his Church History, and the first 
volume of his notes on the scrip- 
tures, and in making new and 
original experiments. During 
this period, likewise, he wrote 
his pamphlet of Jesus and Soc- 
rates compared, and reprinted 
his Essay on Phlogiston. 
“ From about the beginning 
of November, 1803, to the mid- 
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dle of January, 1804, his com- 
plaint grew more serious ; yet 
by judicious medical treatment, 
and strict attention to diet, he, 
after some time, seemed, if not 
gaining strength, at leastnot get- 
ting worse ; and his friends fond- 
ly hoped that his health would 
continue to improve as the sea- 
son advanced. He, however, con- 
sidered his life as very precari- 
ous. Even at this time, besides 
his miscellaneous reading, which 
was at all times very extensive, 
he read through all the works 
quoted in his *“ Comparison of 
the different Systems of the Gre- 
cian Philosophers with Christi- 
anity ;” composed that work,and 
transcribed the whole of it, in 
less than three months ; so that 
he has left it ready forthe press. 
During this period he compos- 
ed, in one day, his Second Re- 
ply to Dr. Linn. 

“ In the last fortnight of Jan- 
uary, his fits of indigestion be- 
came more alarming, his legs 
swelled and his weakness increas- 
ed. Within two days of his 
death, he became so weak that 
he could walk but a little way, 
and that with great difficulty : 
for some time he found himself 
unable to speak ; but, on recov- 
ering a little, he told his friends 
that he had never felt more plea- 
santly during his whole life-time, 
than during the time he was un- 
able to speak. He was fully 
sensible that he had not long to 
live, yet talked with cheerfulness 
to all who called on him. In the 
course of the day, he expressed 
his thankfulness at being per- 
mitted to die quietly in his fam- 
ily without pain, and with every 
convenience and comfort that he 
could wish for. He dwelt upon 
the peculiarly happy situation 
in which it had pleased the Di- 
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vine Being to place him in life, 
and the great advantage he had 
enjoyed in the acquaintance and 
friendship of some of the best 
and wisest of men of the age in 
which he lived, and the satisfac- 
tion he derived from having led 
an useful as well as happy life. 
He this day gave directions a- 
bout printing the remainder of 
his notes on the Scriptures (a 
work, in the completion of which 
he was much interested,) and 
looked over the first sheet of the 
third volume, after it was cor- 
rected by those who were to at- 
tend toits completion, and ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the 
manner of its being executed. 

“ On Sunday the 5th he was 
much weaker, but sat up in an 
arm chair for a few minutes. He 
desired that John, ch. xi. might 
be read to him ; he stopped the 
yeader at the forty-fifth verse, 
dwelt for some time on the ad- 
vantage he had derived from 
reading the scriptures daily, and 
recommended this practice — 
“ We shall all (said he) meet 
finally ; we only require differ- 
ent degrees of discipline suited 
to our different tempers, to pre- 
pare us for final happiness.”— 
Mr. coming into his room, 
he said, * You see, Sir, 1 am 
still living.” Mr. bserved, 
“ that he would always live.— 
“ Yes, I believe I shall ; we shal! 

meet again in another and a bet- 
ter world.” He said this with 
great animation, laying hold of 
Mr. ”s hand in both his own. 
After evening prayers, when his 
grand-children were brought to 
his bed-side, he spake to them 
separately, and exhorted them to 
continue to love each other, &c. 
“ Tam going (added he) to slecp 
as well as you; for death is on- 
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the erave, and we shall mect a- 
gain.” 


* On Monday morning, the 


9th of February, on being asked 
how he did, he answered ina 
faint voice, that he had no pain, 
but appeared fainting away grad- 


ually. About cight o’clock he 
desired to have three pampilcts 
which had been looked out by 
his directions the evening be- 
fore. He then dictated as clear- 
ly and distinctly as he had ever 
done in his life, the additions 
and alterations which he wished 
to have done in each. M 
took down the substance of what 
he said, which was read to him. 
He observed, “Sir, you have 
put in your own language ; I 
wish it to be mine.” He then 
repeated over again, nearly word 
for word, what he had before 
said, and when it was transcrib- 
ed,and read over to him, he said, 
“ That is right; I have now 
done.” 
“ About half an hour after he 
desired that he might be remcv- 
ed toacot. Aboutten minutes 
alter he was removed to it, he 
died ; but breathed his last so 
easily that those who were sit- 
ting close to him did not imme- 
diately perceive it. He had put 
his hand to his face, which pre- 
vented them from observing it. 

“ He was born March 24, 
1733. 








The following remarks on the fire- 
ceding account of Dr. Priestly, 
are extracted from the Chris- 
tian Observer. 

SucH is the account inserted, 
as itshould seem, by the Doctor’s 
friends, of his lasmoments. It 
evinces great composure and 
tranquillity, a vigor of mind and 
industry unabated by disease, 
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the religious principles he pro- 
fessed. We think it our duty, 
however, to caution the younger 
part of our readers against con- 
founding the soundness of prin- 
( ip! es with the sincerity witl 
which they are believed, or con- 
sidering the composure which 
any principles inspire as a proof 
of their truth. Too much stress 
bas, we apprehend, been laid by 
all parties on the firmness with 
which their respective adherents 
have met their last hour. Com- 
posure in that awful moment 
may arise from various and even 
opposite causes. Natural iorti- 
ude, a habit of great submission 
to what is inevitable, a morbid 
insensibility, a regard to deco- 
rum, and even to posthumous 
character, will produce it. Sull 
more frequently will it originate 
in ignorance of the guilt of sin, 
and of the purity of the divine 
nature, in habitual insensibility 
ofconscience, or in a self-right- 
cous confidence. In a word, let 
a bigh idea of the mercy of God, 
without regard to his justice, be 
combined with a low standard 
ef morals, and the result, in al- 


most every case, will be an ex- 


ony 
se 


emption frem uneasiness res- 
pectine a future state. Hence 
we may account for the simular 
indifference which persons of 
very different religious systems 
have exhibited at the prospect 


ofdeath. The soldier braves its 
approach, the savage exu ts In 
its tortures, the enthusiast greets 
it with rapt ure. Hume was spor- 
live is last hours, and Reous- 
seau* cont ted his cissoiu- 
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Rousseau, the hardened villanyv 
of whose life is — without par- 
zliel in modern tir and who seems 


to have assumed te mask of virtue 
forne other purpose, than tha Did 
rapaline, with more eve the | 
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tion with pieasure. It is remark- 
able, that the scripture no where 
lays any stress upon the feel- 
ings which distinguish the hour 
of death, or holds up any remar- 
kable example of a death-bed 
scene, as a model for imitation, 
ova proof of true religion. In 
fact, its great aim is to direct 
the attention to a proof far less 
equivocal than feelings depend- 
ent upon circumstances; the 
tenor of a holy life spent in con- 
formity to the word of Ged. An 
erroneous idea is also frequent: 
ly entertained concerning the 
true nature of a Christian de- 
parture. Mere tranquillity, nay, 
abounding hope and triumphant 
assurance, form, of themselves, 
no just and cicar indication of 
the right state of the soul. A 
different standard of excellence, 

proef of the reality of reli- 


gion, must not be assumed for’ 
the hour of death from that 


which was justly laid down for 
the vigor of healih. In both sea- 
sons it is not the excellence of 
one grace or virtue, which stamps 
the character, Lut rather the pos- 

session of all, the uniform and 
complete conformity of the tem- 
pers and conduct to the deline- 
ation of them exhibited in the 
scripture. Upon a death-bed, 
therefore, no peculiar or new 

— 

blackest vice, says, 
which contains a confession of his 
crimes, that no man can come to the 
throne of God, and say, I am a Letter 
man than Rousseau, And just before 
he expired, he cbcerved to his mis- 
tress, ‘* Ah ! my dear, how happy a 
thing itis to die when one kas no 
reason for remorse cr self-reproach !” 
Then addressing himself to the Al- 
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in that very work 


1 Night y, he said, ‘ Eternal Being : 
the soul that I am going to give thee 
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graces are Called into action; but 
the solemnity of the circum- 
stances, and the greatness of the 
occasion, will heighten and ex- 
alt them all. Not only should 
faith be more lively than usual, 
or hope be elevated to assurance, 
but repentance ought tobe deep- 
er, humility more profound, 
charity more fervent and exten- 
sive, resignation more perfect, 
love to God of a purer kind, and 
obedience to his will more con- 
spicuous. Judging by this rule, 
we confess that we are not en- 
tirely satisfied with the frame of 
mind the Doctor appeared to 
possess as far as we can judge of 
it from the narrative of his 
friends. We could wish to have 
heard the language of humilia- 
tion, and should have been glad 
to perceive the traces of a rever- 
ential awe at the prospect of ap- 
pearing before the judge of the 
earth. Such just and suitable 
{feelings have marked, and we 
may truly add, adorned the clos- 
ing scene of some of the wisest* 
—_—— 

* The dying expressions of Hook- 
er occurring to us while we were wri- 
ting this paragraph, we insert them 
in this note, not as exhibiting the best 
illustration which might be found of 
the last moments of an excellent man, 
but as sufhciently expressing that 
general assemblage of Christian dis- 
positions on which we have insisted. 

« After receiving the blessed sac- 
rament of the body and blood of cur 
Lord, his friend Dr. Saravia, who at- 
tended him, thought he saw a rever- 
end gaiety and joy in his face ; but it 

asted net long, for his bodily infirm- 
ities aid return suddenly, and became 
more visible, insomuch that the Doc- 
tor apprehended death ready to seize 
him. Yet after some amendment, 
he left him ‘at night with a promise 
to return early the day following, 
which he did, and then found him 
hetter in appearance, deep in contem- 
ylation, and not inctinable to discourse, 
which gave the Doctor occasion to 
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and best of men. It would have 
given us pleasure also to have 
heard the promises of the gos- 
pel urged to cheer the fainting 
spirits, to confirm the doubting 
mind, and to encourage the well- 
founded expectations of peni- 
tence and faith. Above all, we 
looked with earnest desire (and 
we deeply regret our disappoint- 
ment) to have seen the mention 
of that adorable name, which, 
unto all who believe, is precious 


— 


require hispresent thoughts ; towhich 
he replied, ‘ That he was meditating 
the number and nature of angels, and 
their blessed obedience and order, without 
which peace could not be in heaven ; and, 
ob ! that it might be soon earth.” After 
which words, he said, ‘ I have lived 
to see this world is made up of pertur- 
bations, and I have been long preparing 
to leave it, and gathering comf art for the 
dreadful hour of making my account with 
God, which I now apprebend to be near : 
and thouzh I have by his grace, loved 
him in my youth, and feared him in 
mine age, and labored tv have a con- 
science void of offence to him and to all 
men ; yetif thou, O Lord, be extreme 
to mark what I have dore amiss who 
can abide it; and, therefore, «here I 
have failed, Lord, shew mercy to me, 
for I plead not my righteousness but the 
forgiveness of my unrighteousness, for his 
merits who died to purchase a pardon for 
penitent sinners : and since I owe thee a 
death, Lord let it not be terrible, and 
then take thine own time. I submit to 
it. Let net mine, O Lord, but let thy 
will be done.” With which expression 
he fell into a dangerous slumber, dan- 
gerous as to his recovery ; yet recov- 
er he did, but it was to speak only 
these few words—* Good Doctor, God 
hath heard my daily petitions, for I ani 
at peace with allmen, and he is at peace 
with me, and from which blessed assur- 
ance I feel that inward joy which this 
avorld can neiiler give nor take from me.’ 
More he would have spoken, but his 
spirits failed him; and after a short 
conflict betwixt nature and death, a 
quiet sigh put 2 period to his last 
breath, and co he fell asleep.” —Wal- 
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above every name that is named 
in heaven or in earth. It could 
not, indeed, have been introdu- 
ced, according to the Doctor’s 
system, as the foundation of hope, 
but it might, one would conceive, 
according to any system which 
professes to be built upon the 
scriptures, have been mentioned 
with that affection, veneration, 
and gratitude with which the in- 
spired writers, as well as good 
men in every age, have uniform- 
ly spoken Of it. 

As a substitute for thxt an- 
cient foundation of hope, faith in 
the atonement of the Sonof God, 
the Doctor rests upon the ex- 
pectation of universal salvation. 
This is well calculated, we ac- 
knowledge, to allay apprchen- 
sion. Indeed, there cannot be 
much ground for alarm, when 
itis believed that there is no 
worm which dieth not, and no 
fire that is not quenched. It is 
very consoling to look upon God 
as only preparing all his crea- 
tures for final happiness, by dif- 
ferent degrees of discipline suit- 
ed to their different tempers.— 
The encouragement this idea 
holds out is of a very gen- 
eral and extensive kind ; for it 
affords hope alike to all, and 
nearly annihilates all distinction 
of character. But our readers 
will, probably, agree with us that 
it is a ground of hope never men- 
tioned by the inspired writers ; 
that the great founder of our re- 
ligion evidently directed the 
weight of his influence to estab- 
lish a contrary belief, and that 
whoever rests upon it, must de- 
ny or explain away the obvious 
declarations of scripture. We 
are told, indeed, that the Doctor 
diligently perused the sacred 
writings ; but we feel our conf- 
dence in this mark of regard for 
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those holy volumes much dimin- 
ished, by reflecting on the un- 
warrantable liberties he was ac- 
customed to take with them, on 
his rejection of the authority of 
an evangelist, on his denial of 
the conclusiveness of the argu- 
ments ofan apostle, on the inge- 
nuity exercised to explain away 
the obvious sense, or the bold- 
ness with which he refused to 
submit to the plain declarations 
of scripture. The mere study 
of scripture is of little moment 
compared with the humility with 
which its dictates are received, 
and the ready submission of the 
mind to its authority. 

Indeed we conceive, that the 
leading defect in the Doctor’s 
mind, from the first, was a want 
of humility. He formed his sys- 
tem from his own reasoning, 
and then endeavored to accom- 
modate the scripture to it, in- 
stead of humbly receiving his 
creed from scripture and casting 
down every imagination of his 
mind which opposed it. This 
vas his fundamental error, and 
it naturally led him to cherish a 
spirit of rash innovation, incon- 
sistent with cool deliberation or 
sound judgment. Yielding him- 
self to the influence of this spirit, 
he trampled with disdain upon 
the bounds which the wisdom 
and piety of former ages hed 
fixed. 

That the Doctor was sincere 
in the principles he held we 
doubt not, and that his princi- 
ples were calculated to free his 
mind from alarming apprehen- 
sions, and produce tranquillity at 
the hour of death, we readily 
aliow. But God forbid we 
should consider this as any €Vi- 
dence of their truth. By their 
conformity to scripture, and by 
the fruits they produce, they 
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must be tried. It is useful also 
to remark, that in judging of 
the fruits which any principles 
produce, we must take our ex- 
amples from the general cast of 
those who hold them, not from 
the solitary instances of the lea- 
ders ofa party. The latter ne- 
cessarily feel the influence of 
other considerations. Epicurus 
himself was soberand temperate, 
though his principles led to in- 
temperance, and his disciples 
were generally corrupt. It is 
necessary also to examine the 
nature of the fruits which any 
principles produce, by the rules 
which scripture has laid down. 
They must be the fruits of Chris- 
tian holiness. Are the Socini- 
ans, taken as a body, the most 
humble of those who bear the 
Christian name? Are they the 
most devout, the most heavenly- 
minded, the most watchful a- 
gainst sin? By the answer to 
these questions, should their pre- 
tensions be determined as far as 
the moral effect of principles 
determines their truth. 

It is with reluctance we speak 
of any persons who have gone 
to give their account to their 
Judge, ina manner which may 
seem disrespectful to them.— 
The importance, however, of the 
truth will, we trust, justify the 
freedom of our remarks on this 
well known person. We should 
have rejoiced to have recorded 
inthese pages the edifying ex- 
ample of the departure of a 
Christian divine, rather _than, 
what appears to us, the tranquil 
death of a mere philosopher. 





A Hymn to Jesus. 


A HYMN TO JESUS, 


Sung by the Hottentots.—See this 
Magazine, page 472. 


(Translated from the Dutch.) 


ZION’s King! thou Son of God, 

Exalted on thy Father’s throne! 
Behold the purchase of thy blood ; 

Onthy dear bridelook gently down! 


Far from thyself, her Head, her Lord, 

Her Life, her Love, for thee she 
longs ! 

Oh, come and speak some cheering 
word, 

And soon her sighs shall turn te 
songs ! 


Forget not souls still dead in sin, 
For whom thy precious blood was 
shed : 
Oh, let them feel a life divine, 
Thy mighty pow’r can raise the 
dead! ~ 


Now let thy glory be display’d,— 
Now cause the deaf thy voice to 
hear ; 
That it of Zion may be said, 
‘«s This and that man was born in 
her.” 


Fountain of Life! Almighty God! 
Thy Spirit’s influence impart ! 
Oh, shed thy precious love abroad, 

And let it soften ev’ry heart ! 


Bring Tyrians, Philistines, and Moors, 
In the right way thy face to seek : 
Let Satan fall, while Heav’n adores, 
And the whole earth thy praise 
shall speak ! 





Donations. 


Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 





April 30. A Friend of Missions, 
May 9. Ladies Society, Norwich, 
A Friend of Missions, - 
A. Friend of Missions, - 
A young woman from Vermont, 
Female Association, Litchfield, 
A. Friend of Missions, 
10. A Friend of Missions, 
Ladies Society, New-Haven, 
20. A Friend of Missions, Berlin, 
A child, New-Hartford, 
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